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SURGICAL NOTES. 
BY WM. TOD HELMUTH, M. D. 


In the New York Journal of Medicine, for 
July, 1875, there can be found several very in- 
teresting articles on surgery; among which may 
be noticed, first, a paper on the pathology and 
treatment of chronic ulcers. The author, Dr. 
B. A. Watson, quotes largely from surgical 
authorities, especially Billroth, and gives his 
ideas regarding the changes in the capillary ves- 
sels in the different stages of the inflammatory 
process. 

Among other quotations, we find: “The first- 
change that we see in the irritated living tissue, 
is dilatation of the vessels; the immediate result 
of this, is retardation of the flow of blood, etc.” 
Now, although we are all aware that these are 
the ideas of Billroth, they are not, by any means, 
confirmed by other quite as distinguished patho- 
logists, and it is a well known fact, at least 
according to J. Bendon Sanderson, that if we 
irritate a minute artery, it contracts, and that 
under the action of certain irritants contraction 
is always the first change noticed in the capil- 
laries. Others are of like opinion, some, indeed, 
believing with Hunter, that the vessels contain 
within themselves an inherent power of con- 
tractility. After this, he again gives Billroth’s 
theory of pus formation, how the leucocytes,, 
after passing through the coats of the vessels, 
become pus, as follows: “The tissue surrounding 
the spot first diseased is gradually infiltrated 
with cells, and it also goes on to form fluid cel- 
lular tissue, with the character of pus. The in- 
filtrated tissue is more disposed to suppurate 
and break down when its vessels are little de- 


veloped, and do not supply sufficient qualitative 


or quantitative nutriment material to maintain 
the further development of the exceseion-cells.” 

The author then goes on to make his classifi- 
cation. It is known that an acute ulcer may 
degenerate into a chronic condition, which latter 
may take on, at different times and under differ- 
ent circumstances, the irritable, the callous or 
the varicose form, and therefor, I have always, 
for the sake of simplicity, divided ulcers, into 
the acute, the chronic, and the specific; the latter 
being generated and prolonged by some specific 
poison in the system. 

There can be no doubt that these chronic 
ulcers are most difficult to heal, but I venture 
the assertion, that in the majority of cases, the 
cause of this is due, more to the modes of life 
and the circumstances of the patient than to the 
surgeon. The article in question, insists on per- 
fect rest and perfect cleanliness. This is about 
half the treatment. But who, that has had any 
experience in the management of these ulcers, 
does not know the difficulty in enforcing these 
rules in the majority of cases of chronic ulcers, 
excepting, perhaps, in hospitals ? 

Still there are many cases that may be cured 
when the patient is moving about, and, years 
ago, Mr. Critchett, of London, published a paper 
on “ The Means of Curing Chronic Ulcers with- 
out Confinement.” His method was uniform 
strapping of the parts. I believe it was copied 
from The Lancet in the British Journal of 
Homeopathy. 

The most interesting portion of the paper, 
however, is the description given by Dr, Watson 
of his method of skin-grafting, in which he pro- 
fesses to have had considerable experience. He 
states, very frankly, that he does not, at present, 
understand ‘all the conditions essential to suc- 
cessful skin-grafting,” but gives us some valuable 
information with reference to his method. After 
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insisting on perfect and the 
of “every particle of dead tissue,” by the appli- 
cation of emollient poultices, wet compresses 
and the caustic, (for which, perhaps, ten days 
may be required,) he applies the grafts in rows, 
about half an inch apart, in order to dispense 
with the use of more plaster than is absolutely 
necessary. By placing the grafts in rows, a 
single strap of plaster may cover half a dozen 
grafts, the line of direction depending upon the 
shape of the ulcer. The grafts are allowed to 
remain undisturbed for forty-eight hours, when 
the compress and bandage must be removed, and 
the grafts examined through the plaster, which, 
being of isinglass, can easily be done. The 
Doctor observes a fact which has often presented 
itself to my notice, that every trace of the graft 
may disappear, yet a healthy granulation may 
spring up in the same point, which the author 
believes the “ germ theory” will fully explain. 

He mentions, also, two other methods of heal- 
ing ulcers by “germ planting.” One consists in 
“removing the epidermic scales from some por- 
tion of the body—more frequently the thigh— 
which had been previously shaved to remove fine 
hairs, after which the parts were scraped with a 
scalpel, and the scales collected on a piece of 
writing paper, and these carefully distributed on 
the surface of the ulcer. * * * *” 

The third method consists in applying a fly 
blister to some portion of the body, collecting 
the serum, transferring it to the ulcer, and re- 
taining it in contact. These methods may all be 
tried, but we see in this article the peculiarity 
which is observed in most of the surgical essays 
of the old school, viz.: the great dearth of in- 
ternal treatment. i 

As homeeopaths, with ars., calearea carb., carbo 
veg., carbo an., asafoet., phytolac., mez., sulph., 
silicea, and other medicines, we may cure these 
ulcers without the skin-grafting process, or if it 
be necessary to resort to these means, the inter- 
nal exhibition of the appropriate medicine has a 
tendency not only to facilitate the “taking” of 
the graft, but also to promote healthy granala- 
tions, and induce a condition of the constitution, 
which is of the greatest possible importance in 
the healing of ulcers. A great deal of success 
has also been attained in my hands by filling the 
ulcer daily with the first decimal trituration of 
mercurius dulcis, having previously sprayed the 
surface with calendula, and then, beginning at 


least pa inate below the margin of the sore, 
applying, evenly, straps at acute angles with 
each other, and administering internally ou 
medicine as may be indicated. 

Electricity, also, is exceedingly titiiaiin 
and may be applied by taking a sheet of silver 
foil, about a quarter of an inch larger than the 
sore, attaching thereto a copper wire, and to the 
wire fixing a small zinc plate. The latter must 
have the location changed every twenty-four 
or thirty-six hours, otherwise, a new sore may be 
produced underneath it. If there are any vari- 
cose veins, they must be obliterated either by 
division or caustic. 

Uterine Fibroids. In the same number of the 
same journal, is an interesting clinic, by Dr. 
Thomas Addis Emmet, on uterine fibroids and 
their removal. After so much has been said and 
written on the enucleation of these tumors, by 
the division of what was termed “ their capsule,” 
and their being scraped and goughed away, by 
means of a very ugly shaped instrument, made 
for the purpose, this clinic comes opportunely. 

I have had under my care a fair share of these 
cases, both pedunculated and sessile, and as yet 
have not found them in any instance covered 
with a capsule. Dr. Emmet says in his clinic: 
“Tt is my conviction that fibroids become pe- 
dunculated only when influenced by the force of 
gravitation, which causes uterine contraction. 
I do not believe they have a capsule proper, the 
only capsule being the mucous membrane of the 
uterus, covering their projection—the only line 
of demarkation between them and the uterine 
wall, being the difference in the density of the 
respective tissues.” 

The distinguished author states, that by trac- 
tion alone these tumors may be brought without 
the cavity of the womb, and that he discovered 
the fact fourteen years ago. He states, further, 
that when the tumor is larger than a pigeon’s 
egg, the best method is to control the hemor- 
rhage, and assist the uterus in forcing the tumor 
into the cavity, and remove the same by ¢raction. 
After the thorough removal of all the débris, the 
application of Churchill’s tincture of iodine is 
said to act very beneficially. Here, again, there 
is no mention of any internal treatment, and I 
must acknowledge the fact that, so far as I have 
known, excepting for the arrest of hemorrhage, 
homeopathic medicines have been of no avail, 
and their surgical treatment is the only reliable 
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method of cure. I have given this subject some 
attention, and several years ago published a 
paper on the subject in the British Journal of 
Homeopathy. 1 have looked up many autho- 
rities, but found the literature very meagre on 
the subject. I may mention here that on two 
occasions these fibroids, one of the size of a 
hen’s egg, and one about as large as a small 
melon, were both expelled from the uterus, the 
patient being under strictly homeopathic treat- 
ment, but I cannot say whether or not the 
’ treatment caused the expulsion. Certain I am, 
that in both instances the patients lost great 
quantities of blood many times, and I believe 
would have been cured more quickly by opera- 
tion. This method of traction should be re 
membered in all cases of this variety of uterine 
tumor. In the June number of the same jour- 
nal is a short article, by John Thompson, of 
Albany, N.Y., on epileptiform convulsions pro- 
duced by phimosis. This is a subject of con- 
siderable importance, and since the publication 
of Dr. Sayre’s article in 1870, I have invariably 
examined the prepuce in these cases, and in 
several instances have operated; in some cases 
with marked benefit, in others without any 
amelioration of the symptoms. 

In the June number of the New England 
Medical Gazette, is a very interesting article on 
“Urethral Excrescences, Caruncles of the Ure- 
thra, Vascular Tumors of the Urethra,” by I. 
H. Woodbury, M.D. The Doctor speaks first 
of the various urinary troubles, such as strang- 
ury and dysuria, with hyper-sensitiveness of the 
nervous system, which are especially noticeable 
during the menopause; and then mentions, 
among others, the appearance, either within or 
around the urethra, of these so-called caruncles. 
I suppose that most of us have seen these ex- 
quisitely painful growths, rendering the patient 
miserable and nervous ali the time, and giving 
the most acute agony during micturition or 
coition. They are generally solitary, as the 
article reads; but I have now under freatment 
a case in which there are three distinct lobules 
to one peduncle. 

These “urethral hemorrhoids,” as they are 
frequently called, from their resemblance to the 
vascular piles, are, as far as I have seen, situated 
on the lower border or floor of the urethra. In 
the treatment of these very painful tumors, I 
have never found internal medication of any 
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avail so far as removal was concerned; but the 
surgical treatment has always been followed by 
the very best results. I draw down the tumor, 
pass a fine needle, armed with a strong but fine 
double thread, deep down into the base of the 
growth; (for, be it remembered, although these 
growths appear superficial, they often extend 
quite deeply into the tissues,) and then having 
ligated the tumor, cut it off outside the ligature, 
and apply either chromic acid, the acid nitrate 
of mercury, or the actual cautery to the peduncle. 
The interesting part of the paper to me, how- 
ever, is, that the Doctor recommends, and highly, 
too, a medicine for this miserable and trying 
affection, which medicine is the eucalyptus glo- 
bulus. “ With it,” he says, “I have been able to 
entirely cure the patients.” Perfect cures have 
been produced by the use of the eucalyptus, 
without a resort to any surgical means whatso- 
ever. He applies a glycerole of the drug to the 


parts, and administers internally the first decimal 
trituration. This medicine must be given a trial, 
and if it produces such effects as have been 
mentioned, then, as surgeons, we have added 
one more triumph to Homeopathic Surgery. 


Disease A HELP To THE INTELLECT.—In his 
“Enigmas of Life,” Mr. Greg, the well-known 
English essayist, takes the ground that bodily 
pain and disease are not only compatible with, 
but may directly contribute to the loftiest efforts 
of the intellect, sometimes positively enhancing 
its powers,—that the effect of some disorders 
and of certain sorts of pain upon the nerves is 
to produce a cerebral excitation, and that the 
stimulus thus communicated to the material 
organ of thought renders it for the time capable 
of unusual effort. Mr. Greg asserts that men 
under the stirring influence of severe pain are 
capable of a degree of imaginative and ratioci- 
native brilliancy which astonishes themselves 
and all who have known them only in ordinary 
moods of comfort; torpid faculties becoming 
vigorous and sparkling, forgotten knowledge 
being recovered, and marvelous gleams of insight 


being vouchsafed them. The wonderful elo- 
quence of Robert Hall is believed to have been 
greatly owing to the stimulating influence of a 
terrible spinal malady. Dr. Conolly mentions 
a gentleman whose mental faculties never reached 
their full power except under the irritation of a 
blister. Such instances as these are regarded 
by Mr. Greg as fully corroborating his theory. 
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MINISTERIAL VISITATION or tHe SICK. | ion in the brain of rabbits, bespoke his enter- 


BY THE REV. T. R. SLICER, D.D. 


ONE most difficult question to be settled by 
every minister, is his relation to the sick of his 
parish. The difficulty would in a great degree 
vanish, if the clergy regarded as attentively the 
physical phenomena, as they do the spiritual 
condition of the invalid. One element which 
enters largely into the welfare of the sick is 
constantly overlooked, namely, the supreme 
authority of the physician in the sick room. 
The relation of the minister is subordinate in 
those rare instances when he can be of any avail 
as a helper. 

I suppose there is no physician of extended 
observation, but has found himself at some time 
in actual collision with the clergy in the sick 
room. The physician seeks to allay excitement, 
the clergyman urging on to mental effort—an 
impossibility upon almost any theme, and espe- 
cially as regards the vast concerns which involve 
destiny. 

As a rule, no spiritual adviser ought to be 
admitted to a sick room unless permission be 
first obtained from the attendant physician, and 
the time and duration of the visit should be 
prescribed. The supremacy of the physician 
should be absolute. Of course it will be urged 
against this view that some physicians are utterly 
irreligious. This is true. The struggle of life 
and death in their sight every day, and the vast 
responsibility of holding an immortal soul back 
from the verge of a dark abyss, fails in some 
cases to make the students of science also devout 
in soul. But still a physician most ignorant of 
religion, is a better authority for the sick than 
the most godly minister, ignorant of the subtle 
connection of mind and matter, and unversed in 
the phases of mental health and disease. As the 
physician should hold his gift of healing as from 
the hand of Christ, so the minister should be 
conversant with mental physiology, and be able 
to discriminate between a fancy and a spiritual 
fact, as also to know when to speak and when to 
be silent. He is but a consulting physician ; Z 
let him wait until he is sent for. 

Speaking of a consulting physician, reminds 
me of a parallel case: A man was sick—his phy- 
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sician was greatly troubled about him, and called and from the first almost certain what the end 
in consultation another physician, whose expe- must be. To such as these the teacher of Divine 
riments in vivisection aud cases of inflamma. truth, if he be Christ-like, may be of service. 


prising habit. Under the conviction that some- 
thing dreadful must be discovered, he went, 
armed with lenses and various instruments of 
torture, and for two mortal hours (or, what came 
near being mortal hours,) put the sick man 
through his paces; and left him exhausted, and 
needing a week to recover the strength lost in 
the examination. 

So in many a case the doctor leaves an invalid 
doing well--struggling up to the levels of life 
out of the deep--and the next day finds the 
patient feverish, restless, excited, every way 
worse; while the minister, whom mistaken 
friends, or his own ignorant zeal, has led to the 
sufferer’s side, is detailing to some of his brethren 
how he had fought back the hosts of darkness. 
by prayer and exhortation, in the sick room of 
Mr.——. “The prayer of faith shall save the 
sick,” but let it be offered in his study in the 
next street, or with the afflicted family in some 
part of the house remote from the sick. 

This whole matter of ministerial visiting of 
the sick is but a variation of the Romish habit 
of extreme unction in articulo mortis. 

It all proceeds upon the supposition that some 
change is wrought in God by the spiritual exer- 
cises of the dying. But more and more the 
uselessness is seen of such a struggle upon the 
confines of life—upon the part of a mind already 
clouded by disease, and a nervous system, all of 
whose cords are at their utmost tension with 
pain. The sick room isa poor place to settle 
the great question of destiny, and the sick man 
an incompetent student of methods of thought, 
whose fruit should adorn a life-time. 

As long as the future life is believed to be a 
condition wrought out in the varied experiences 
of life, and only cast on Heaven as a reflection 
of years of patient living, so long a deep dis- 
satisfaction must arise in all thoughtful minds 
with those hurried and half insane struggles 
called death-bed repentances. What heavenly 
atfinities can a man acquire in such an hour as 
that ? 

There is one class of invalids to whom the 
judicious minister can be of service—the victim 
of consumption or cancer, or some such disease, 
running over months, perhaps years of suffering; 
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Religion i is not a sudden inspiration but an edu- 
cation; the growth in grace and the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ some godly man or 
woman direct and assist; and the Suffering be 
led gently and lovingly to an intelligent and 
restful knowledge of God's love. One cannot 
help admiring the good sense and courage of the 
old man (whom I knew,) who being, as it was 
thought, about to die, was urged to exercises of 
prayer and repentance, but replied that he had 
lived a sinful life, all the enormity of which now 
confronted him, standing out black against the 
background of his life, but he would not, because 
of fear of God, meanly petition him for mercy 
when he could render him no service; rather let 
them pray that he might live to seek good when 
his mind should be free from the hand of disease. 
He did live, and kept his word; and for years 
was a consistent and sturdy Christian. The bed 
of death is not set at such an angle as to afford 
a just view of God, and it is the loving study of 
His character which is to make us like Him. 

That business of the penitent thief, standing 
solitary in the word of God, has been a much 
abused scripture, leading men to delay, and 
ministers to inspire effort, all too late to win the 
beauty of holiness. 

We read of the “scarcely saved.” Maybe 
God takes these who die with their faces turned 
upward, and puts them into some elementary 
department of the great school of the life to 
come. In any event, let the minister stand aside, 
and give the physician a fair field for his fight 
with death; it is time enough for him to bring 
up the “forlorn hope” when all else has failed. 


Dr. OBeRSTEINER has been making some ex. 
periments on the hereditary transmission of epi- 
lepsy among the lower animals. He divided his 
subjects into three groups: in the first, a healthy 
male was paired with epileptic females; in the 
second, an epileptic male with healthy females ; 
while in the third, both males and females were 
diseased. ‘The young of these animals were 
reared and kept under observation for several 
months, the results obtained pointing to the 
conclusion that the influence of the female pre- 


dominates over that of the male parent in the 
transmission of acquired epilepsy, and that the) 
law of “transformation of neuroses.” alread 
familiar to the student of human pathology, hol 8 
_good in the case of epileptic brutes. 


NAUSEA AND VOMITING OF 
PREGNANCY. 


BY EGBERT GUERNSEY, M.D. 


AN#STHETICS have taken away, to a certain 
extent, the terror of labor. The long continued 
agony, so fearful at times, that life itself seems 
about to ‘be torn from the quivering, struggling 
body, may now be cut short or bridged over by 
this blessed boon to the mother. What a bless- 
ing it would be to her could she look for as 
marked relief in those early months of preg- 
nancy, when sometimes life, day after day, seems 
a heavy burthen too great to be borne. And 
yet, the mother, taught that this suffering is a 
part of her lot from which there is no escape, 
fails to seek relief from those, who, in the prac- 
tice of their profession should be able to do 
something to mitigate her sufferings. Too 
often, if she applies to the physician, all the con- 
solation she obtains is, “keep up your courage, 
you will be better by and by.” Courage! A 
woman at this period has a grander courage 
than ever man dreamed of. With all his boast- 
ed philosophy he would become the veriest 
coward, where she shows, in her calm, patient 
courage and self-endurance, her more spiritual 
nature, and the finer material of which she is 
made. 

The case is too often dismissed with a laugh 
by the attending physician. Not in every in- 
stance can relief be obtained, but in the majority 
of cases a careful examination will show ulcera- 
tion of the os, a tumefied or puckered condition 
or marked retro or antiversion of the organ. It 
is true, occasionally a case will occur when neither 
of these conditions will be found to exist, but the 
mere growth of the womb, acting sympatheti- 
cally upon the stomach, and in the later months, 
the pressure of the gravid uterus upwards, will, 
in extremely sensitive individuals be sufficient to 
produce the trouble, but these cases are excep- 
tions to the general rule. 

Dr. Bennett says, he is persuaded that these 
gastric disorders and obstinate vomitings which 
so often bring women to the portals of the tomb, 
are almost always caused by inflammatory ulcera- 
tions of the neck of the womb. Since his atten- 
tion has been more particularly directed to this 
subject, he has almost invariably found ulcera- 
tion of the neck in these cases. Cazeaux ad- 
| mitting that ulceration of the neck very often 
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ONE most difficult question to be settled by 
every minister, is his relation to the sick of his 
parish. The difficulty would in a great degree 
vanish, if the clergy regarded as attentively the 
physical phenomena, as they do the spiritual 
condition of the invalid. One element which 
enters largely into the welfare of the sick is 
constantly overlooked, namely, the supreme 
authority of the physician in the sick room. 
The relation of the minister is subordinate in 
those rare instances when he can be of any avail 
as a helper. 

I suppose there is no physician of extended 
observation, but has found himself at some time 
in actual collision with the clergy in the sick 
room. The physician seeks to allay excitement, 
the clergyman urging on to mental effort—an 
impossibility upon almost any theme, and espe- 
cially as regards the vast concerns which involve 
destiny. 

As a rule, no spiritual adviser ought to be 
admitted to a sick room unless permission be 


first obtained from the attendant physician, and 
the time and duration of the visit should be 
prescribed. The supremacy of the physician 


should be absolute. Of course it will be urged 
against this view that some physicians are utterly 
irreligious. This is true. The struggle of life 
and death in their sight every day, and the vast 
responsibility of holding an immortal soul back 
from the verge of a dark abyss, fails in some 
cases to make the students of science also devout 
in soul. But still a physician most ignorant of 
religion, is a better authority for the sick than 
the most godly minister, ignorant of the subtle 
connection of mind and matter, and unversed in 
the phases of mental health and disease. As the 
physician should hold his gift of healing as from 
the hand of Christ, so the minister should be 
conversant with mental physiology, and be able 
to discriminate between a fancy and a spiritual 
fact, as also to know when to speak and when to 
be silent. He is but a consulting physician ; 
let him wait until he is sent for. 

Speaking of a consulting physician, reminds 
me of a parallel case: A man was sick—his phy-| 
sician was greatly troubled about him, and ealled 
in consultation another physician, whose expe-. 


riments in vivisection aud cases of inflamma- | 


THE HOMGOPATHIO. ‘TIMES. 


tion in the ate of rabbits, bespoke his enter- 
prising habit. Under the conviction that some- 
thing dreadful must be discovered, he went, 
armed with lenses and various instruments of 
torture, and for two mortal hours (or, what came 
near being mortal hours,) put the sick man 
through his paces; and left him exhausted, and 
needing a week to recover the strength lost in 
the examination. 

So in many a case the doctor leaves an invalid 
doing well--struggling up to the levels of life 


out of the deep--and the next day finds the 
patient feverish, restless, excited, every way 


worse; while the minister, whom mistaken 


friends, or his own ignorant zeal, has led to the 
sufferer’s side, is detailing to some of his brethren 
how he had fought back the hosts of darkness. 


by prayer and exhortation, in the sick room of 
Mr.——. “The prayer of faith shall save the 
sick,” but let it be offered in his study in the 
next street, or with the afflicted family in some 
part of the house remote from the sick. 

This whole matter of ministerial visiting of 


the sick is but a variation of the Romish habit 
of extreme unction in articulo mortis. 


It all proceeds upon the supposition that some 


change is wrought in God by the spiritual exer- 
cises of the dying. But more and more the 


uselessness is seen of such a struggle upon the 


confines of life-—-upon the part of a mind already 


clouded by disease, and a nervous system, all of 
whose cords are at their utmost tension with 
pain. The sick room is a poor place to settle 
the great question of destiny, and the sick man 
an incompetent student of methods of thought, 
whose fruit should adorn a life-time. 

As long as the future life is believed to be a 
condition wrought out in the varied experiences 
of life, and only cast on Heaven as a reflection 
of years of patient living, so long a deep dis- 
satisfaction must arise in all thoughtful minds 
with those hurried and half insane struggles 
called death-bed repentances. What heavenly 
affinities can a man acquire in such an hour as 
that ? 

There is one class of invalids to whom the 


judicious minister can be of service-——the victim 


of consumption or cancer, or some such disease, 
running over months, perhaps years of suffering; 
and from the first almost certain what the end 
must be. To such as these the teacher of Divine 


‘truth, if he be Christ-like, may be of service. 
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Religion is is not a sudden tnaglenien’ but an che 
cation ; the growth in grace and the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ some godly man or 
woman direct and assist; and the suffering be 
led gently and lovingly to an intelligent and 
restful knowledge of God’s love. One cannot 
help admiring the good sense and courage of the 
old man (whom I knew,) who being, as it was 
thought, about to die, was urged to exercises of 
prayer and repentance, but replied that he had 
lived a sinful life, all the enormity of which now 
confronted him, standing out black against the 
background of his life, but he would not, because 
of fear of God, meanly petition him for mercy 
when he could render him no service; rather let 
them pray that he might live to seek good when 
his mind should be free from the hand of disease. 
He did live, and kept his word; and for years 
was a consistent and sturdy Christian. The bed 
of death is not set at such an angle as to afford 
a just view of God, and it is the loving study of 
His character which is to make us like Him. 

That business of the penitent thief, standing 
solitary in the word of God, has been a much 
abused scripture, leading men to delay, and 
ministers to inspire effort, all too late to win the 
beauty of holiness. 

We read of the “scarcely saved.” Maybe 
God takes these who die with their faces turned 
upward, and puts them into some elementary 
department of the great school of the life to 
come. In any event, let the minister stand aside, 
and give the physician a fair field for his fight 
with death; it is time enough for him to bring 
up the “forlorn hope” when all else has failed. 


> 


Dr. OBERSTEINER has been making some ex. 
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subjects into three groups: in the first, a healthy 
male was paired with epileptic females; in the 
second, an epileptic male with healthy females ; 
while in the third, both males and females were 
diseased. ‘The young of these animals were 
reared and kept under observation for several 
months, the results obtained pointing to the 
conclusion that the influence of the female pre- 
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ANASTHETICS have taken away, to a certain 
extent, the terror of labor. The long continued 
agony, so fearful at times, that life itself seems 
about to ‘be torn from the quivering, struggling 
body, may now be cut short or bridged over by 
this blessed boon to the mother. What a bless- 
ing it would be to her could she look for as 
marked relief in those early months of preg- 
nancy, when sometimes life, day after day, seems 
a heavy burthen too great to be borne. And 
yet, the mother, taught that this suffering is a 
part of her lot from which there is no escape, 
fails to seek relief from those, who, in the prac- 
tice of their profession should be able to do 
something to mitigate her sufferings. Too 
often, if she applies to the physician, all the con- 
solation she obtains is, “keep up your courage, 
you will be better by and by.” Courage! A 
woman at this period has a grander courage 
than ever man dreamed of. With all his boast- 
ed philosophy he would become the veriest 
coward, where she shows, in her calm, patient 
courage and self-endurance, her more spiritual 
nature, and the finer material of which she is 
made. 

The case is too often dismissed with a laugh 
by the attending physician. Not in every in- 
stance can relief be obtained, but in the majority 
of cases a careful examination will show ulcera- 
tion of the os, a tumefied or puckered condition 
or marked retro or antiversion of the organ. It 
is true, occasionally a case will occur when neither 
of these conditions will be found to exist, but the 
mere growth of the womb, acting sympatheti- 
cally upon the stomach, and in the later months, 
the pressure of the gravid uterus upwards, will, 
in extremely sensitive individuals be sufficient to 
produce the trouble, but these cases are excep- 
tions to the general rule. 

Dr. Bennett says, he is persuaded that these 
gastric disorders and obstinate vomitings which 
so often bring women to the portals of the tomb, 
are almost always caused by inflammatory ulcera- 
tions of the neck of the womb. Since his atten- 


dominates over that of the male parent in the 
transmission of acquired epilepsy, and that the 
law of “transformation of neuroses,” alread 
familiar to the student of human pathology, holds: 
_good in the case of epileptic brutes. 


tion has been more particularly directed to this 
subject, he has almost invariably found ulcera- 
tion of the neck in these cases. Cazeaux ad- 
mitting that ulceration of the neck very often 


exists, and where it does exist, is the principal 
cause of the vomiting, denies the universality 
of the rule, and, we think, in this opinion, most 
“gynecologists will agree. 


Dr. Graily Hewitt has made special study of 


this subject, and has been led to believe that the 
sickness of pregnancy is due to the combined 
effect of the increasing distension of the uterus 
and an associated flexion of the organ. 
lieves that anti-flexion of the uterus is more 
commonly the cause of sickness in pregnancy 
than retro-flexion, because it is comparatively 
rare for the retro-flexed uterus to become im- 
pregnated. Hence the result, clinically, that 
when obstinate sickness occurs it is infinitely 
more likely to be due to anti-flexion than to 
retro-flexion of the gravid uterus. Careful ob- 
servers find that ante-version of the womb is 
much more common in the early month of preg- 
nancy than they had generally supposed. 

Dr. Barnes, in the discussion on this subject 
at the Obstetrical Society, stated that it had 
been found by a few observers that in cases of 
obstinate sickness the gravid uterus had been 
found locked in the pelvis. Dr. Hewitt be- 
lieves from his own observations, that a careful 
investigation would show that a large per cent- 
age of cases of obstinate sickness in pregnancy, 
are associated with flexion. In cases of flexion, 
it is the compression undergone by the uterine 
tissues (markedly by the nervous fibres) as the 
seat of flexion which is the cause of the nausea 
and sickness both in the gravid and non-gravid 
state. It is quite possible, he thinks, that undue 


stretching of the fibres of the uterus may be the | 


irritating condition, but it is more in conformity 
with actual experience that the irritation pro- 
ceeds from actual compression of nervous stric- 
ture. In the non-gravid state, some vomiting 
may be observed in cases where there is no dis- 
tension of the uterine cavity going on. The 
fact that the patient generally experiences the 
nausea on first risng in bed in the morning, or 
while dressing, is because the body of the uterus 
falls a little downward in obedience to the law 
of gravity, thereby producing a slight flexion 
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He 


longer possible, and about this time the sickness 
usually ceases. Any condition of the uterus, 
such as swelling and tumefaction of the uterine 
tissues, which may give rise to compression of 
the nervous tissues, will, in his opinion, produce 
nausea and vomiting. 

Dr. Edward Copeman, President of the Bri- 
tish Medical Association, gives in the British 
Medical Journal, of May 15th, the history of 
| three cases which had resisted the usual medical 
‘treatment, and which yielded very promptly to 

a little mechanical manipulation. 

The first case, the lady was six months ad- 
vanced in pregnancy, and the vomiting had be- 
“come 80 excessive as to occasion great fears for 
her safety. It was decided to bring on premature 
labor. The os was easily dilated, but having no 
instrument handy, they were unable to rupture 
the membranes. On their return, an hour after it 
was found the vomiting had entirely ceased. 
The next morning, as there had been no return 
of sickness, it was decided not to interfere. 
There was no return of the vomiting, and she 
went to her full term. 

The second case, the pregnancy was only of 
two months standing; but the sickness had been 
sufficient to severely prostrate the entire system. 
With the other case fresh on his mind, he made a 
careful examination, and found slight antiversion, 
and the os so soft that he could easily introduce 
his finger. He immediately dilated the os as 
much as he could, passing his finger all round, 
removing the puckering, and rendering its edge 
smooth. This was followed by complete relief, 
and the patient passed safely to her full term. 

In the third case, the patient was the mother 
of nine children, and with all had suffered se- 
verely with nausea and vomiting. For three 
_weeks before the physician was called she could 
‘retain nothing on her stomach, and was almost 
exhausted from the constant vomiting. Consi- 
derable albumen, some pus, and a few casts were 
found in the urine. The os was found to be 
puckered but easily dilatable. It was dilated as 
much as possible, and this was followed by com- 
plete relief. 

Dr. Hewitt believes he can explain all of these 


and a compression of uterine tissues at the seat | 
of the flexion. During the first three and a half! cases on his theory; that in each case there was 


months such temporary flexion is possible, be- | acute flexion, and that the dilatation of the cervix 
cause the uterus is still in the pelvis. Generally relieved the vomiting by overcoming the cramped 
after that time, it rises out of the pelvis and and confined condition of the uterus. He be- 
flexion to more than a very slight extent is no, lieves that this same condition is the cause of 
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vomiting, even up to the eighth menth; because 
in such cases the tissues of the uterus at the 
point of flexion, are sometimes left, in the early 
months, in a diseased state, being stiffened and 
unduly resistent, and thus the irritation is kept 
up. He has been in the habit of treating obsti- 
nate vomiting in pregnancy by elevating the 
body of the uterus, and has found that the same 
good results have followed, as in Dr. Copeman’s 
method. 

In looking carefully over our subject, we meet 
with three important features, to which may be 
traced many, if not all the distressing symptoms 
we see in the nausea and vomiting of pregnancy. 

First, and perhaps the most prominent, flex- 
ions of the uterus. Of course there may be 
flexions of the uterus in the pregnant and non- 
pregnant condition without nausea and vomiting, 
but where that flexion is accompanied with re- 
tention of fluids, as in dysmenorrhza, or the con- 
tents of the womb, as in pregnancy, we are very 
apt to have nausea and vomiting. Under such 
circumstances, as almost every careful gynecolo- 
gist has observed, the os and cervix uteri are 
very apt to be congested, turgid, enlarged, and 
often ulcerated. 

M. Moreau mentions several cases from the 
third to the fourth month of pregnancy, where 
the womb was badly retroverted, and where 
prompt relief was obtained by placing it in its 
normal position. A few years since I was called 
by the late Dr. Houghton to ee a patient, where 
the vomiting was almost uninterrupted. I found 
the parts small and compact, the womb com- 
pletely anteverted and so closely locked in the 
pelvis, that it was only with the aid of the neces- 
sary instruments I could succeed in bringing it 
back to its place. She immediately obtained 
complete relief. 

The first thought of the physician on being 
called to a case of vomiting in pregnancy, should 
be, what is the condition of the womb? and a 
careful examination should be immediately made. 
If flexion is present the mechanical treatment, 
which will readily suggest itself to every practi- 


cal mind, should at once be adopted to keep the’ 


womb in its proper place. This can sometimes 
be very readily accomplished; at others, it will 
be a matter of great difficulty; at times the 
dilation of the os, mentioned by Dr. Copeman, 


will be necessary. 
Second.— We have to look carefully for con- 


gestion, tumefaction and ulceration of the os 
and the surrounding tissues. Notwithstanding 
these conditions are very apt to exist, as will 
readily be seen in flexions, we often meet them 
without these complications, and here local treat- 
ment will be all important. The os will bear 
with great comfort applications of iodine, nitrate 
of silver, carbolic acid, and such other stimulants 
as the peculiar condition of the parts would 
naturally suggest to the mind. In simple con- 
gestion the more soothing lotions, accompanied 
with proper internal treatment, will be prefer- 
able. In both the conditions above stated the 
rectum and the urinary organs should be care- 
fully looked after, to guard on the one hand 
against obstinate constipation, and on the other 
hand, against congestion of the bladder and 
albuminuria. 

Third—We sometimes meet with nausea and 
vomiting, generally in delicate and highly sensi- 
tive organizations, where we cannot trace it to 
any abnormal condition of the womb, other 
than, under the circumstances, its natural growth 
and the development of the new life which it 
contains. This of itself may be sufficient to so 
far disturb the sensitive nervous organization as 
to produce nervous dyspepsia, and other gastric 
troubles, constipation, and those troubles of the 
brain, and all the organs of the body where 
some disturbing cause breaks in upon the even 
flow of nerve life. 

There is no doubt, in many females the ovum 
acts from its first introduction into the womb, 
through all stages of its progress, to the full 
developed foetus, as a foreign body, and gives 
rise to retroverted nervous action, more or less 
seriously affecting different organs, according to 
their sensibility to this disturbed and perverted 
nervous action. Hence, we not unfrequently get 
various forms of insanity, as well as nervous 
troubles of a milder type. In this connection it 
is an interesting fact, that in the insane asylum 
at Middletown, the physician attributes their 
marked success in the treatment of insane female 


patients, to the recognition and treatment of 
uterine troubles. In nine cases out of ten they 
‘find the cause of insanity in some form of uterine 
trouble. 

| In cases mentioned under the third head, judi- 
cious hygienic treatment and carefully selected 
remedies may afford great relief. Above all, 
the soothing influence of loving friends, the 
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patient consideration and kindness with which 
the wild fantasies and whims of the disturbed 
imagination should be met, should not be forgot- 
ten. In the above article it has not been my 
aim to detail minutely the special treatment of 
the nausea and vomiting of pregnancy, but rather 
to point out, aided by the researches of our 
most advanced investigators in that department, 
the most probable cause of the trouble, with 
only a few hints, as they would naturally suggest 
themselves to the mind, as to general treatment. 


EXPERIMENTS ON SENSE OF TASTE. 


IN a communication to the London Pyhsical 
Society on subjective sensations of taste, Dr. 
Stone called attention to two simple experiments, 
the first of which consists in applying a strong 
dilution of nitric acid to the root of the tongue 
by sucking it through a fine glass tube. If pure 
water be swallowed immediately after this, a 
sweet taste is produced. The author compared 
this effect to the complementary images seen in 
the eye after gazing at a powerfully illuminated 
body. He then adverted to the taste of the 
galvanic current. In the well-known experiment 
with pieces of zine and silver, the zinc is actually 
dissolved in the saliva. But if one pole of a 
strong battery (ten Grove’s cells in this case) be 
applied to the nape of the neck, and the other 
brought to the forehead, besides the flash of light, 
a strong taste is experienced of a metallic charac- 
ter. It disappears on breaking contact; and 
for this reason, as well as from the fact that the 
tongue is not in the direct line of circuit, and 
also that there is no substance in the saliva likely 
by decomposition to cause metallic disposition, 
it could hardly be referred to chemical action, 
but must result from direct stimulation of the 
sensory apparatus. Dr. Stone thought that a 
glimpse might thus be obtained of some correla- 
tion between the modus operandi of hearing and 
sight and that of taste. In the first case, a supple- 
‘nentary and automatic sensation, in the second 


the effect of a metallic solution, both entirely 


subjective, were excited without the presence of 
J P be of November, 


any sapid substance. The explanation may 
that both classes of phenomena are due 
molecular motion. 


to 


Purre Mepicat Coutece.—Dr. D. W. 
Hartshorne is to fill the chair of Gynecology for 
the coming session. 
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STRYCHNIA EATING. 


Dr. Morey, in the Pacific Medical Journal, 
gives the following remarkable account of a strych- 
nia-eater in his town: “I first became acquainted 
with this man in the fall of 1861, and soon learned 
of his habit of eating strychnia, after a long and 
continued debauch, and in a condition bordering 
on delirium tremens. The first time my attention 
was particularly called to it, he wished me to give 
him a bottle of strychnia, which I did at night 
about bed-time. He took the bottle, poured the 
strychnia into his hand, and threw it into his 
mouth as carelessly as though it were salt; and, in 
the course of half an hour, not feeling the effects 
from it that he wished, he repeated it, and con- 
tinued to do so until he became perfectly sober. 
The quantity required would correspond to the 
length of time he had been drinking, and the 
quantity of whiskey he had drunk. I was struck 
with the wonderful effect it had to so completely 
sober him, and leave his system so entirely free of 
any nervous disturbance and without the reddened 
and bloated appearance of the face, the dull, heavy 
eyes, and irritable stomach of the drunkard. After 
a two weeks’ drunk, with all the appearance of 
approaching delirium tremens, he got up in the 
morning with his mind clear, his eyes bright, his 
skin clear and fair, and with all the appearances of 
a man in perfect health and vigor, and ate as hearty 
a breakfast as usual, and went to his work as 


though he had never taken a drop of whiskey in 
his life. My curiosity being excited at what seemed 
so unaccountable an occurrence, I began question- 
ing him as to when he commenced its use, and 
what induced him to take it, but found him very 
reticent, and have not to this day ascertained the 
causes that first led him to its use. All he will 
tell is that he commenced its use in 1856. From 
1861 to 1867 I saw him very frequently, and 


almost as often have seen him take the strychnia, 
until it ceased to be a curiosity, except to study 
‘its physiological action. In every instance when 
‘he took it, every appearance of dissipation would 
| disappear in a very short time. Whether strychnia 
is an antidote to alcoholic poison, and vice versa, 
was a study for which I could find no authority to 
guide my conclusions. 
“From 1867 I did not see him until the month 

1874, when he came to this place 

and called on me for strychnia as of old. I told 
| my clerk to give him all he wanted. He gave him 
_a bottle from which he took about twenty grains. 
In an hour he was all right, and sober as ever. I 

have experimented with strychnia and nux vomica 
| 
as an antidote to the effects of alcohol, and invaria- 
bly with beneficial results.” 


INJUDICIOUS USE OF PESSARIES. 
BY EGBERT GUERNSEY, M. D. 


Ir has been said, with how much wisdom we 
do not pretend to say, that specialists are apt to 
be influenced in their diagnosis and treatment of 
disease by theories evolved from their special 
No class of specialist are as liable to 
be warped in their judgment and thrown from 
the right track, as the gynecologist. In every 
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the Continent, and also with a severe form of 
anti-version of the womb, the result, as shew as 
told, of a miscarriage some nine or ten months 
previous. During most of the time she was 
confined to her room, and generally to her bed, 
with dragging pains about the loins, and great 
burning in the region of the womb, bladder 
and vagina, often, she said, like hot coals. 
Every day or every other day, there was a severe 
headache, intensely agonizing, sometimes with 
fever, and attended with chills. Her family 
physician, himself distinguished in the profes- 
sion, had treated her with large doses of quinine, 


deranged nervous system, in every impaired | until somewhat frightened by the persistency of 
digestion, and in every trouble which affects the | the trouble, he had sent for one of the most dis- 
most delicate of all organizations, the female tinguished gynecologists in the city to aid him. 
form, and for which he can readily reach no| This physician found severe anti-version of the 
other solution, the poor womb receives the| womb, and introduced a ring pessary, and re- 
blame, and the treatment is directed to this! commended the continuance of the quinine. 


often entirely innocent organ. This treatment 


After months of this treatment, in which health 


is often so injudicious as not only to produce /|seemed to be further off than at first, she sent 
some disease in that hitherto healthy organ, but | for me, as I had been her physician previous to 
seriously affect the surrounding tissues, and dis- | her marriage, and wished, as an old friend, for a 


turb the whole nervous system. 


frank opinion. At this time she had been under 


The great bug-bear of this specialist, which | treatment for nine months by two of the most 
seems to haunt his waking hours, is prolapsus, | distinguished physicians in the city, the one 
and anti or retro-version of the womb. In some | giving her twenty-one grains of quinine a day, 
form of uterine displacement he sees the fruitful} and the other making local applications and 
cause of nearly every malady of a nervous cha-| keeping in the pessary. On removing the pes- 
racter which affects the female form. Any slight | sary, I found a good deal of swelling about the 
deflection from the proper position of the womb, upper portion of the vagina, and the os, the re- 
the result of muscular weakness, of over exer-| sult of mechanical irritation, but not the slight- 
tion, and which, with a little aid in toning up| est indication of displacement of the womb. 
the general system, would, in a short time, right | Drawing off her water, I found it ammoniacal 
itself, is sufficient to start the alarm, and in goes | and half full of pus. The trouble, as was clearly 
the pessary, that most objectionable of all me-| shown by the sequel, was not in the womb at all, 
chanical appliances, which should only be used | at least when I saw her, but in the bladder. 
on rare occasions, and then only for a short) Whether the original trouble was there, or occa- 
time. Our therapeutics are rich in remedies,|sioned by the pressure of the pessary, I could 
which, united with proper hygienic treatment,| not say. It was quite evident that the twenty- 
should enable us, except as a temporary expe-| one grains of quinine a day and the condition of 
dient, to do away with these mechanical helps. | the bladder, were quite sufficient cause for head- 
When used—and it is often needed—the pessary | ache, her chills and fever, her burning pains 
should not be continued one moment longer| about the urinary organs, and all the pains from 
than is absolutely necessary. Cases will occur | which she was suffering. 


to almost every physician where the pessary has 


The bladder was daily washed out with a 


been used when entirely unnecessary, and in| solution of salycilic acid. Nitric acid was given 
cases where it might have been productive of| for a few days until the pus had nearly disap- 
good, continued so long as to result in positive | peared. As the pus disappeared the water con- 
harm. Recently I was asked to see a lady who| tained a large amount of mucus; this, under the 
had suffered, as she said, for nine, months, with| influence of copaiba for a time, slowly but 


a severe malarial fever, contracted in a trip across 


steadily diminished, until there seemed to be 


a pause, in which there was no perceptible 
change. An infusion of pareira brava was then 
given, under which the water became quite 
natural. She is now comparatively well, although 
the urinary organs are the first to show any 
general disturbance of the system. Both of her 
former attending physicians ranked as men of 
very decided skill in their profession, but neither 
had once examined her water, and both had gone 
on from month to month, as the sequel showed, 
without the slightest conception of the true 
nature of the case. 

A few months since I saw a lady who had been 
suffering for a long time with a severe pain in the 
back, which had more recently assumed a grave 
character, the pain running down one leg, like sei- 
atica. It was occasioned, she thought, by falling 
and retro-version of the womb, as she had long 
worn a pessary for that trouble. Here was a clue 
to the whole difficulty. Possibly the trouble was 
occasioned by a large ring pessary which she had 
worn for four years. Whatever difficulty she 
may have formerly had about the womb, there 
certainly was none now; and the removal of the 
pessary was followed in a short time, without 
drugs, by entire relief. 


CLINICAL CASES IN SURGERY. 
BY WM. TOD HELMUTH, M.D. 


I.- -GLAss TUBE IN URETHRA—SLOUGHING OF 
ScroTuM AFTER ReMOVAL—CURE. 

A MIDDLE aged and healthy looking man was 
sent to the hospital by Dr. Minor. The patient 
was employed in the oil yards at Williamsburgh, 
and fancying he had a stricture—(’tis strange 
how many fancies men have,) introduced into his 
urethra, a glass, tubed in shape, similar to a 
thermometer, which is used in testing the speci- 
fic gravity or quality of the oil. These instru- 
ments are made of the most brittle glass, and 
have inside the tube ascale of degrees. ‘This 
individual, as I have said, believing he had an 
obstruction in the urinary canal, thought to him- 
self on a fine Sunday morning, that he, having 
some time to spare, would proceed to cure him- 
self of “his complaint,” and having no instru- 
ment handy, concluded that one of these oil 


guages, if I may so call it, would be the proper 
thing to use. Therefore, without more ado, he 
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having pushed it down to the membranous por- 
tion of the canal, was proceeding to turn it in a 
most scientific manner when, from some unfore- 
seen accident or unlooked-for circumstance, the 
tube broke! He hastily removed the top portion 
of the glass, and then walked to New York for 
treatment. When I saw him he was not much 
frightened ; and the portion of the tube broken 
in the canal could be distinctly felt. I first in- 
troduced a pair of alligator forceps into the ure- 
thra, and had the satisfaction of fishing up the 
paper on which was marked the scale of degrees, 
bloody and twisted. A second application of 
the forceps brought up a second fragment. Then 
the attempt was made to withdraw the broken 
glass tube through the meatus, but, the sharp 
end of the forward portion of the broken glass 
having forced itself into the floor of the canal, 
caused considerable hemorrhage, and fixed the 
fragment firmly in its place. Moreover, the 
brittleness of the glass forbade its withdrawal, 
for every time the paws of the forceps would 
grasp the tube it, would break; therefore, there 
was nothing else to do but to remove the frag- 
ments by external incision. This was accord- 
ingly done, but great difficulty was experienced 
in the operation, not only on account of the 
flaccid and elastic nature of the scrotum, but 
from hemorrhage. It is a well-known fact that 
the vessels of the scrotum retract into the elastic 
tissue, and sometimes gives rise to a rather pro- 
fuse hemorrhage, which is often difficult to check. 
I remember on one occasion, after an operation 
for varicocele, I had a secondary hemorrhage, 
which was extremely difficuit to arrest. Pressure 
on the spermatic arteries and on the groin pro- 
ducing no effect. After considerable search I 
found the vessel in the wall of the scrotum, and 
had no further trouble. After the removal of 
the glass there was extensive sloughing of the 
scrotum, but by the care and attention of Dr. 
Cranch, the patient made a good recovery, and 
does not recommend brittle glass tubes as an 
application in cases of even fancied stricture, 
and keeps his own treatment in perpetuum 
silentium. 

HEMIPHLEGIA AND AMPUTA- 


TION—GANGRENE—DEATH. 


I was called to see a most interesting case by 
Dr. Aten, of Brooklyn, which was instructive to 


introduced the brittle tube into his urethra, and} me in many ways. The patient was a middle 


| 
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aged man, had been quite a high liver, and had 
been thrown from a sleigh and quite severely 
injured. He was paralyzed (not completely) on 
the left side, and was at the same time afflicted 
with remarkable aphasia. After he had suffered 
for some time, he was suddenly attacked with 
severe pain in the posterior tibial, just below the 
internal malleolus. Shortly after this, which 
lasted about a day,the symptoms of gangrene 
manifested themselves in the toes, and after the 
usual period of time, a distinct line of demarka- 
tion formed, and a consultation was called. It 
was decided that amputation was the only hope 
of relief, and although the prognosis was not 
favorable, we believed that, as the constitutional 
symptoms were not very critical, removal of the 
dead and decomposing portion of the body might 
be productive of some good. The diagnosis was 
that of embolism of the posterior tibial artery at 
some portion of its course, probably about the 
ankle. 

I had intended to perform a Pirogoff, but a 
slight discoloration at the heel, was warning suf- 
ficient to amputate higher, and the leg was re- 
moved at the lower third. Esmarcle’s bandage 
was applied, and about ten drops of blood were 
lost during the operation. These could be 
counted on the bottom of the pan. We looked 
for the vessels and secured them, and then gra- 
dually removed the india-rubber band, To my 
surprise the muscular tissue became reddened, 
but no blood flowed. I looked carefully at each 
ligature to see the accustomed pulsation, but 
neither vessel showed the slightest indication of 
throbbing. The bandage was removed entirely, 
and not the slightest trace of bleeding. This 
showed me two very important facts, and it is 
' for the contemplation of them that this case is 
reported. A simple amputation being as easy 
as any in surgery. 

First. I was wrong in my diagnosis as to the 
site of the clot, showing, that the severe pain in 
an artery, generally marks where the circula- 
tion is arrested, but is not always indicative of 
the point of embolism. 

Second. That sufficient vitality may be retained 
in a part by the collateral circulation, when the 
main artery is totally obstructed to actually 
form a perfect line of demarkation, around an 
extremity, the terminal branches of the vessels 
only being affected. In this case I could find no 
pulsation in the popliteal, but some in the arti- 


cular vessels. The patient died shortly after 
the operation. 


II].—PEDUNCULATED oF THE UTE- 
RUS—REMOVAL WITHOUT AN ASTHETICS. 

I have been of opinion for a long time, that 
in the removal of uterine fibroid polypi, it is un- 
necessary to use anesthetics, except, perhaps, 
during the first stages of the operation, while 
the speculum is being introduced, and other 
manipulation made. On one occasion I removed 
a pear-shaped fibroid, weighing two pounds, the 
larger extremity of which protruded from the 
vulva. The patient experienced no pain, except 
while the chain of the écraseur was being applied. 
On a second and third case the same method 
was resorted to, and during the working of the 
screw not a symptom of pain was experienced. 
All the patients made a good recovery. 


LONDON HOSPITAL. 


SUPPURATIVE SYNOVITIS OF THE KNEE AFTER A 
SEVERE SPRAIN; TREATMENT BY THE ASPI- 
RKATOR AND ICE-BAGS; RECOVERY 
WITHOUT STIFFENING. 


(Under the care of Mr. Hutcurnson. ) 


In the following case, at the date of the use of the 
aspirator the state of things was very critical, and 
very slight hope was entertained that incisions into 
the joint, followed very probably by excision or 
amputation, would be avoided. The successful 
result was in all probability due to the combina- 
tion of the two measures, the relief of tension by 


the aspirator and control of inflammation by cold. 


Had the cold been omitted, in all likelihood the 
joint would have filled again. 

The patient was a man aged twenty, who was 
admitted on account of acute inflammation of the 
left knee, which had followed a severe sprain re- 
ceived in slipping down a ship’s ladder. He was 
admitted on Oct. 31st, and, in spite of treatment 
and complete rest, had got steadily worse, until a 
fortnight later all the signs of suppurative synovitis 
were present. 

On Monday, Nov. 16th, the joint was distended 
with fluid, and the skin above the patella was thin 
and red, as if it were about to point. The man, 
was very ill, with a temperature of 103°, a rapid 
pulse, and dry tongue. Mr. Hutchinson remarked 
that the conditions would fully justify incisions 


into the joint, but he preferred first to try the plan 
of drawing off the fluid by the pneumatic aspirator. 
The instrument was accordingly introduced into 
the joint at the spot where there was the greatest 
tendency towards pointing. About an ounce of 
distinctly purulent synovia, opaque and yellow, es- 
caped, and then the canula became blocked. The 
instrument, which was a very small one, was 
withdrawn, the joint still containing a good deal of 
fluid. 

On the following morning (Nov. 17th) the largest 
trocar of the aspirator was introduced near the 
same spot, and purulent fluid withdrawn to the 
amount of two ounces and a quarter. The patella 
no longer floated, but a good deal of swelling still 
remained. During the next twenty-four hours the 
man did not seem much relieved, and he passed a 
restless night, although he had a sleeping-draught. 
Evaporating lead lotion was applied. The next 
day (Nov. 18th) he began to improve, and by the 
evening he was surprisingly better. A couple of 
ice-bags were put upon the joint, the leg remain- 
ing as before upon a back-splint. There was no 
tension nor tenderness; no accumulation of fluid 
ever took place. 

From this time till Jan. Ist he steadily improved, 
not a bad symptom being observed. After the Ist 
Nov. his temperature never rose above 99” F. 
Three weeks after the tapping the back-splint was 
taken off, and he was allowed to bend his knee in 
bed. This he did freely and easily, without any 
bad consequences. On January 15th he was per- 
fectly well; there was not the least swelling about 
the joint, and he could bend and extend it quite 
freely. He subsequently left the hospital quite 
well. 


M. MALASSEZ has contrived an instrument 
which is said to be superior to those previously 
used for ascertaining the number of red corpuscles 
in a given amount of blood. It consists of a capil- 


lary tube, into which blood and artificial serum 
are introduced, and which is graduated so that the 


contents of a given length are known. The mean 


number of red corpuscles in human blood is dis- 
covered to be 4,000,000 in each cubic milliamétre. 
A greater number is found in small arteries than 
in large, and in veins than in arteries, and most 
in veins that have lost part of their serum by ex- 
osmose. They are greatly diminished in cases of 
cancer, tuberculosis and lead poisoning. 
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EXCESSIVE VOMITING IN PREG- 
NANCY. 


BY HENRY F. ATEN, M.D., BROOKLYN. 


Some years ago I was called to visit Mrs. G., 
who was suffering from vomiting, and found her 
three months and a half advanced in pregnancy. 
She had vomited more or less for a month previ- 
ous to my visit, at which time she was unable to 
retain anything on her stomach, not even a tea- 
spoonful of ice-water. 

I ordered beef-tea, by injection, and subse- 
quently gave numerous remedies, both homeo- 
pathic and allopathic, but with no benefit to the 
patient. 

For three weeks I kept her alive by injections 
of beef-tea and brandy, and finally made up my 
mind that I must get rid of the cause,or my 
patient would certainly die from exhaustion. I 
made my fears known to the family, and asked 
for consultation. They left the case entirely to 
me ; therefore, I summoned Dr. M——. He saw 
the case with me, and instead of advising the 
removal of the fwtus, proposed a treatment 
which he had practised several years with per- 
fect success, and very gladly I assented. 

The treatment is cauterization of the mouth 
and neck of the womb, and then painting over 
with ethereal tincture of iodine. 

After the operation she did not reject a single 
thing, although her stomach had rejected every- 
thing during the three previous weeks, and she 
had been kept alive only by injections of beef- 
tea and brandy. 

Recovery was rapid, she went through her 
full time, and was delivered of a fine healthy boy. 

The doctor had always met with perfect suc- 
cess with this treatment. 

I have had a similar case which I also failed 
to relieve with the remedies that are usually in- 
dicated in such cases. 

I again resorted to the above treatment with 
success, but one application being necessary, 
In some cases Dr. M—— said he was obliged to 
make two or three applications, but as a general 
rule one relieved. 


Dr. T. F. ALLEN requests that all errors dis- 
covered in the “ a of Pure Materia 
Medica,” be reported to him or to the medical 
journals, that a list of errata to Vol. I. and II., may 
be published with Vol. IIL. 
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NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER, 1875. 


“A regular medical education furnishes the only iptive evidence 
of abilities and irements, 4 to the ONLY 
an individual to the exercise and honors of 
Medical Ethics, Amer. Med. Ass., Art. iv., 


HOMCZOPATHIC CHARITY HOSPITAL. 


Reapers of the Times undoubtedly perused 
with interest, in our August issue, an account of 
the efforts which were being made to secure, 
under the direction of the Board of Charity and 
Correction, on an equal footing with the other 
hospitals under their care, a Homeopathic Char- 
ity Hospital. It gives us pleasure to announce, 
that the labors of the committee, Drs. White, 
Guernsey, Paine, Minor and Hills, appointed by 
the County Medical Society to further this 
object, have resulted favorably. The hospital is 
now a fixed fact, as the following preamble and 
resolutions of the Commissioners will indicate : 

At a meeting of the Board of Charities and 
Correction, held this morning, the following re- 
solutions were offered by President Bailey, and 
unanimously adopted : 

Whereas, More than six months ago an appeal 
was made to this Board by six hundred and fifty- 
five citizens and tax-payers to designate one hos- 
pital to be under the medical care of homeopathic 
physicians; and 

Whereas, The resolution of this Board, passed 
February 13, conditionally assigning the Riverside 
Hospital for the purpose, has proved inoperative 
by reason of the continued occupancy of that build- 
ing by the Board of Health; therefore, 

Resolved, That that portion of the Inebriate 
Asylum on Ward’s Island, made vacant by the 
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distribution of the soldiers to “ National Homes,” 
be set apart for a hospital, to be under the medical 
care of homeopathic physicians, under such rules 
and regulations as the Commissioners of Public 
Charities and Correction may establish. 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Homeo- 
pathic Medical Society, whose petition in this be- 
half bears date July 3, 1875, and was followed by 
# personal interview with the Commissioners on 
the 13th of July, be hereby notified of this action 
of the Board, and requested to make such sugges- 
tions and recommendations as may seem to them 
calculated to promote the object in view. 

It is but just to the Mayor and Commissioners 
to say, that the committee has beén treated with 
the utmost courtesy. The Commissioners recog: 
nized at once the justice of the claim of the large 
and influential body of citizens whose names 
were signed to the petition. Their assurance 
that the believers in the homeopathic faith 
paid at least one-half the taxes of the city, enti- 
tled their petition to that respect and prompt 
action which it received. It is a pleasure to 
record the perfect frankness and fair dealing 
which have characterized the action of our city 
officials in this matter. 

Of course, all patients to the new hospital are 
admitted the same as to the other hospitals, 
through the permit of the Board of Charity and 
Correction. 

The new hospital, formerly the Inebriate Asy- 
lum, is located on Ward’s Island, and is one of 
the finest buildings, the most complete in all its 
details for hospital purposes, of any in the city. 
It will accommodate from four to seven hundred 
patients. Patients applying for admission will 
be given their choice to enter Bellevue or the 
Homeopathic hospital. Those who have no 
choice will be divided pro rata, among the hos- 
pitals, according to the number of beds. 

The medical and surgical staff has not yet 
been appointed, but we are assured it will fairly 
represent the medical profession of the city. 
The Commissioners have shown every disposi- 
tion to give us a fair start, and place us on an 
equal footing with the other hospitals. 


_ 
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BELLEVUE’S ANNOUNCEMENT. 


Tue Bellevue Hospital College has become 
so intensely regular, and bows down so low be- 
fore the statue of fanatic medicine, that it pub- 
lishes the following in the announcement of the 
Institution for 1875 and 1876: 

“To prevent any misunderstanding with re- 
gard to the requirements for graduation, the 
Faculty desire to state that the only courses of 
lectures recognized are those taken at regularly- 
organized medical colleges, empowered to con- 
fer the degree of M.D., the courses embracing 
Practice of Medicine, Surgery, Obstetrics, Ma- 
teria Medica, Physiology, Anatomy, and Chem- 
istry. The tickets and diplomas of eclectic, 
homeopathic, or botanic colleges, or colleges 
devoted to any peculiar system of medicine, are 
considered irregular, and will not be recognized, 
under any circumstances. Certificates from pre- 
ceptors who practice any peculiar system of 
medicine, or who advertise, or violate in any 
way the code of ethics adopted by the profes- 
sion, will not be received, under any circum- 
stances, even if the preceptors be regular gradu- 
ates in medicine. The three years of study are 
required by the charter of the College. Blank 
certificates of study, etc., will be furnished by 
the Secretary on application. The tickets of 
previous courses and evidence of one course of 
dissections must, in all cases, be exhibited to the 
Secretary ; and no candidate will be admitted to 
examination until all of the above-mentioned re- 
quirements have been fulfilled.” 

But the thing won’t pass! The publication 
of such a paragraph as the above, at this era, 
when many enlightened and liberal members of 
the old school are beginning, if not to recognize 
the rights of the homeopathists, to certainly 
allow them to hold their own opinions, and to 
acknowledge their ability and skill in certain 
branches of medical science, marks the begin- 
ning of the downfall of the College—and that 
passage, attacking virtually as it does many 
members of the old school as well as ourselves, 
will have sooner or later to be expunged from 
their annual publication. It is all very well 


now, in the great prosperity of the Institution, 


to “ put on airs,”—if we may be allowed the ex- 
pression, but this College, like every dog, “will 
have its day,” and it behooves its managers to 
look warily into the surrounding circumstances 
before they issue any such fiat as that which we 
have published. It may not belong before Belle- 
view Hospital Medical College is compelled 
to establish, (as the Ann Harbor University), 
a homeopathic department with the proper pro- 
fessors. Stranger things than this have happen- 
ed, and sometimes when least expected. Again, 
in point of law, it is a question which would 
bear considerable discussion, whether the di- 
plomas and certificates from other colleges, 
(especially those that have received their powers 
from the same source that chartered the Belle- 
vue College), being legal in every sense, are 
not bound to be recognized, and whether the 
courts could not insist on such recognition. This 
extreme, however, will probably never be re- 
sorted to, simply for the reason that, the di- 
ploma of the Bellevue College is by no means 
coveted by those who practice homeopathy; in 
fact there are a-great many who would not have 
it, even conferred upon them gratis. We have 
colleges enough of our own, where all the 
branches of medical science are taught, and the 
pupils of each school increase yearly. These 
men have no wish to enter Bellevue College, 
and therefore, so far as the homeopathists are 
concerned, such notice, as is printed in their 
announcement, amounts to nothing. 


THE NEW CHEMICAL UNIT. 


It is a suggestive fact that the most impon- 
derable of all substances are the most active and 
powerful in the work of transformation, and in 
that process of creation in which life and beauty 
are evolved from apparently inert matter, or 
from elements so attenuated, so etherial, as to be 
beyond the grasp of our comprehension. The 
further we recede from the grosser forms of 
material matter towards the more imponderable 
elements, those connecting links between natural 
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and spiritual life, the nearer we otis the 
source of creative life and power. These im- 
ponderable agents stand as sentinals at the 
gate-way of eternal youth and perpetual har- 
mony. How little we know of them, but suffi- 
cient to perceive that this creative life flows 
down from those golden heights, from that 
spiritual world of which the human mind has 
only the faintest conception, into material matter 
the most attenuated, the most like itself, ever 
downward, grade below grade, into matter more 
and more gross and material. 

We thought we had found in oxygen the 
very spirit of life, the active agent in the uni- 
versal transformation of matter. We find now 
we are wrong, and that the more ethereal and 
attenuated hydrogen is the great acidifying and 
base producing principle of nature. The old and 
antagonizing classes of acids aud bases disap- 
pear, as separate groups, and are merged in one 
great division of hydrates. This element takes 
its stand now at the head, and becomes the 
unit of the new chemical system, but how long 
it will remain there, who can tell? Our gaze 
sharpened and brightened as we penetrate 
farther and farther into the arcana of nature, 
may ere long discover something still more 
ethereal, still more akin to spiritual life, and this 
monarch of the hour, which, with our present 
knowledge, seems the grand element of the sun, 
which we have detected with the spectroscope in 
the remotest stellar luminaries, in the mysterious 
nebula, and ‘which we have seen blaze out in the 
mighty conflagration of one of the most distant 
stars, may be pushed from its throne. What- 
ever comes next, we know from past experience, 
it will carry us onward to a better understand- 
ing of nature’s harmonies, and to a better com- 
prehension of ourselves and the world around us. 


From the report of Alfred Wanstall, M.D., 
Resident Surgeon, Ophthalmic Hospital, we are 
informed that the number of prescriptions made 
during the month of July, amounted to 2,480. 
Number of new patients, 291. Number of patients 
in the Hospital, 30. Average daily attendance, 145. 


Beporls of Societies. 


THE HOM. MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE 
COUNTY OF KINGS. 


REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING, AUG. 3D, 1875. 


Dr. W. L. R. Perrine, President. 

Through the kindness of Dr. E. Hasbrouck, 
Secretary, we herewith present the minutes of the 
last meeting. 

The first paper presented was by Dr. Radcliffe, 
on “ Notes of a case of Hip Joint Disease.” 

Dr. H. Willis, of the Hospital Staff, presented 
specimen of inverted uterus, and a fatal specimen 
of idiocy, both of which were examined with great 
interest by those present. 

The President requested members to tell what 
they knew about the reported great mortality 
among infants and children, during the past 
month. Those who responded, simply said they 
had experienced no unusual trouble in treating 
this class of patients during the time referred to. 
In response to the request of the President, for 
interesting cases, Dr. Moffat read notes of a case 
of variola treated with variolin ™ internally, and 
hydrastis tr. as a lotion. Fifteen days from ap- 
pearance of the eruption the patient was considered 
by the Health officers as safe to go out. There 
being constipation, nux vomica was given at times 
in alternation with the variolin at hour and a 
half intervals. The patient counted 1,000 pus- 
tules in one hand, but becoming tired, did not 
count those between the fingers. Dr. Moffat for- 
merly thought thuya was almost a specific re- 
medy for variola, Dr. Wells related a case of 
variola cured with just one dose of medicine ; said 
that thuya would not cure every case; that the 
small pox poison is a factor which operates with 
other factors in the system to produce the indi- 
vidual case, thus the system may contain some 
chemical miasm, which will complicate the case. 
This patient had had the itch some years previ- 
ously—a very bad case, which sulphur would not 
cure. Study led him to prescribe sulphuric acid, 
which cured the itch. Sulphur was the remedy, 
a single dose cured the variola. 

Dr. Bonnell alluded to three very interesting 
cases of variolous disease in his practice. Three 
members of a family were exposed to a mild case 
of varioloid. They were all taken ill—two who 
had not been vaccinated since infancy, had mild 
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by the doctor two years previously, and presented 
a typical scar, had variola in a very serious form. 

Drs. Wells and Duffin related each a case where 
variola and vaccination ran their respective 
courses simultaneously and in a most harmonious 
manner. The cases of Dr. Bonnell called forth 
considerable discussion, during which, change in 
the character of diseases was commented upon, 
and the relative infrequency at the present time as 
compared with the past, of the smooth variety of 
scarlatina, 

Dr. Wells remarked that belladonna was in- 
dicated in but few cases of scarlatina of to-day, 
though probably prescribed in nineteen out of 
every twenty cases treated. 


STATE INSANE ASYLUM, 
MIDDLETOWN. 


THE following circulars we print as a part of the 
history of the Asylum, for future reference. Our 
readers, we think, in the light of these two state- 
ments, will be able to gather a pretty good idea of 


the real merits of the case. We refrain from 
comment, 


Hom. Mepicau Soctery or THe State or New York. 
Office of the Rec. Secretary, 17 Second Street, 
Troy, N. Y., July 25, 1875. t 

Dear Doctor: The exigency of the hour demands that 
the secrets of the coup de eat practiced upon the late Board 
of Trustees of the State Homeopathic Asylum for the Insane 
at Middletown be made known to the profession, and mea- 
sures inaugurated to control future acts which threaten the 
perpetuity of the Institution and the fulfillment of the design 
of its erection, viz: The treatment of mental diseases by 
specifically medication. 

The personnel of the Board of Trustees as it existed in 1874, 
was known to the profession and laity throughout the State, 
and merited and received there implicit confidence; believ- 
ing that with Drs. Gray, Allen, Jayne, Ostrom, Kellogg and 
Jones, as Trustees, and Drs. Stiles and Butler as Superin- 
tendents, the administration of its affairs would be consistent 
with the peculiar character of a distinctively Homeopathic 
Asylum. We are pained to state that our hopes have been 
for the time blasted, that the management of the Asylum 
has been treacherously wrested from the hands of these 
honorable gentlemen, and given to persons who are not 
strictly homceopathiec—a large portion of whom are known 
allopathists in belief and practice. The original character 
of the Asylum required that the board of trustees be composed 
of ‘proper persons who are adherents of []omoopathy ;” 
this cause in the charter was the wise provision that gave 
the Asylum its distinctiveness as an institution, and secured 
to it the confidence of the homceopathie profession, and so 
long as this provision remained, political changes, the greedy 
hand of rings or cliques, could not interfere with the designs 


the obliteration of this objectionable feature of the charter, 
As early as March 14th, 1872, Senator Madden introduced 
an amendment, making the qualification of the Trustee 
simply “that he be a proper person,” omitting all reference 
to homeopathic alherence as before required. This fortu- 
nately for the time failed to pass the Legislature. However, 
the doughty Senator again appeared in a more nefarious, 
though successful role of legislative manipulator ; he, with 
Senator Wood, laid deep the plan to remove the old Board 
of Trustees and secure a board of their own constituency, 
residents of their own county, directors of their own bank, 
and though not adherents of Homeopathic, (with this pro- 
vision out of the way) they would otherwise be a “ proper 
person” to handle this $130,000, so generously appropriated 
by the Legislature. The amendment is to this effect: 


«The number of trustees of said Asylum shall be here- 
after thirteen, and Fletcher Harper, Jr., Guernsey, 
of New York, Grinnell Burt, of Warwick, Joshua Dra) . 


Nathaniel W. Vail, Uzal T. Hayes, James B, Hulse, James 
H. Norton, Moses D. Stivers, of Middletown, James G, 
Graham, of Newburgh, Daniel Thompson, of Thompson's, 
Ridge, H. M. Paine, of Albany, and William H. Watson, 
of Utica, shall be and are hereby constituted said Board of 
Trustees. At the first m the said trustees, they shall 
draw lots in order to divide themselves, as near as may be, 
into three equal classes, one class of five shall hold office 
for two years ; one class of four shall hold office for four 
years ; and one class of four shall hold office for six years ; 
and whenever any vacancies shall exist in said board, by 
death, resignation, refusal to serve, removal, or by expiration 
of term, the Governor shall nominate, and by and with the 
advive and consent of the Senate, shall appoint proper 
sons to fill such vacancies, for the balanceyof an unex 
term ; but when for a vacancy, occasioned by the expiration 
of a term, then for six years. 

This amendment was attached as a ‘qrider” to the Supply 
Bill, and introduced during the last days of the session. 
General discussion was prevented by Senator Madden's 
statement, ‘‘that the change of the Board of Trustees was 
desired by a large majority of the Hommopathic Profession in 
the State.” . The only members of the profession who knew 
anything about the contemplated change, were gentlemen 
honored with the special duty assigned them of guarding 
the interests of Homceopathy and our Homeopathic institu- 
tions; who, instead of crying stop thief! permitted the 
sacred interests that they were pledged to defend, to be 
jeopardized, and the confidence of the profession in the 
management of the only Homeopathic Asylum for the 
Insane in the State to be shaken. Although we would not 
ascribe to these gentlemen sinister motives, we can never- 
theless censure them for treachery to old professional friends, 
and for quietly permitting the sacrifice of those who from 
the inception of the Asylum, had given of their time, money 
and influence, hoping to see in the near future, the promise 
of the prosperity and firm establishment of the Asylum not 
only as an honor to the philanthropy of the State, but a 
monument to the success of homoeopathy. 

Earnest effort was made by the friends of homeopathy to 
secure the veto of the amendment ; senators, assemblymen, 
physicians, editors, all who knew of the outrage ; but this 
the Governor would, but could not do, without vetoing the 
appropriation, which would have necessitated the discon- 
tinuance of the Asylum. 

By this amendment, the Poard of Trustees are appointed 
at the caprice of the Governor; they may be allopaths, 


| 
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if varioloid, while the third who had been vaccinated | of its founders. The first act of the drama was to secure 
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eclectics, hydropaths, anybody or anything 


that is capable 


of being called a ‘* proper person ;” these proper persons may | 
inform Drs. Stiles and Butler to-morrow, that their places | 
are vacant, and they, or we, have no appeal. 

The New York County Homwopathic Medical Society, 
pe 1875, adopted the following Preamble and R.solu- 


Wuenreas, At the close of the la t session of the Legislature 
of this State, a re-enacting clause was secretly inserted into 
the Supply Bill, by which the Board of Trustees of the State 
Homeopathic Asylum for the Insane, at Middletown, N.Y., 
was completely revolutionized ; and 

Wueneas, By this act, most of the old members of the 
Board who have been identified with our Asylum from its 
inception, and have borne the burden of its successful 
organization, have been removed without cause, and their 
places filled by new men unknown to the profession; and 

Wuerras, The majority of these new Trustees, and it is 
feared, of the whole present Board, are not adherents of the 
homeopat!iic practice, and the control of the only Homao- 
pathic Asylum for the Insane in this ry 4 by an 
trick, been vested in of 
its professi: enemies: 

Resolved, That the Homwopathic Medical Society of the 
County of New York, indignantly protests against this 
action so discourteous and unfair towards the former Board 
of Trustees, who were secretly removed without warning or 
opportunity of defence, and so unjust in wrestling the Asy- 
lum out of the hands of Homaopaths and tuachenvaly 
placing it in the hands of Allopaths, thus subverting the 
fundamental idea upon which it was erected. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be a ted by the 
chair to investigate the cause and reason of ie = en- 
actment, to ascertain by whom it was originated and engi- 
neered through the Legislature during the last hurried days 
of its session, and to recommend measures by which this 
great wrong may be righted, and that this committee be 
instructed to report to this Society before the semi-annual 
meeting of the State Society in September next. 

Dr. H. M. Paine, at the meeting of the Homwopathic 
Medical Society, of Northern New York, July 13th, when 
called upon to explain his acts in the premises, offered the 
feeble and inconsistent defence, ‘that the best interests of 
the Asylum demanded that the majority of the Board of 
Trustees should be residents of Orarge County.” J/e omitted, 
however, to explain, satisfactorily, the cause of removal of Drs. 
Jayne and Ostrom, who were not only residents of Middletown, 
lad faithful attendants at the meetings of the Board of Trus- 
tees ; and the Trustees from Albany and Utica who were seldom 
in attendance, were permitted to remain on the Board. In 
view of all the foregoing facts, the Society of Northern 
New York adopted tlfe following preamble and resolutions: 


Wuenzas, The Homeopathic Asylum for the Insane at 
Middletown is the representative institution for the treat- 
ment of mental diseases, and as an institution of the State 
of New York, every homeeopathic physician in the State is 
personally interested in its successful management; and, 

Wuereas, A wide-spread feeling of dissatisfaction has 
arisen the homeopathic profession and its patrons 
to the hy Board of Trustees of 

e institution above-nam i at the close 
of its last session; and, “4 

_ WHERzas, It is inexpedient for us to encourage dissen- 
sions and propagate ill-feeling in our school of medicine, 
which from its cong has encountered the most bitter 
opposition and hostility; and 

Wuereas, It would neither be judicious nor wise for us 
to anticipate that the present Board of Trustees, although 
constituted in a large of persons hostile to our schoo! 
of medicine, will act adversely to the best interests of the 


institution, yet the ordinary usages of society, and the ordi- 
nary common-sense way of managing business affairs of 
any kind, is to confide their administration to persons most 
friendly and favorable to their success; ore, 

Resolved, That, as members of the Homwopathic Society 
of Northern New York, we deprecate and deplore the action 
of the State Legislature in appointing a new Board of Trus- 
tees of the Asylum, in the stead of such distinguished, 
time-honored and faithful supporters of homaopathy as 
Drs. Gray, Kell Allen, and others, who have been so 
long identified with its interests. 

Resolved, That we cease in the future that the 
personnel of the Board made up of prominent prac- 
titioners and patrons of homeopathy, who have the confi- 
dence of the fraternity. 


This innovation of the rights of every believer in homao- 
pathy in the State of New York, requires prompt rebuke. 
It is deemed advisable that the several county societies con- 
vene special meetings for the consideration of this subject, 
appoint committees to act in concert with a committee that 
will be appointed by the State Society in September, that 
when the next Legislature meets, this outrage upon profes- 
sional honor may be obliterated, and the Asylum be rescued 
from the hands of designing men, and secured to the 
homeopathic profession distinctly and unreservedly. 

By order of the Executive Committee, 

F. L. VINCENT, Ree. Sec. 


THE N.Y. STATE HOM. ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE. 


Orrice or THE Boarp or TRUSTEES, 
N.Y., Aug. 10, 1875. 

The Board of Trustees of the “State Homoopathic 
Asylum for the Insane,” respectfully address the Homao- 
pathic Medical profession and the adherents of homa@opathy 
in the State of New York, in reference to a circular recently 
issued by the Executive Committee of the ‘‘ State Homeo- 
pathic Medical Society.” The circular alluded to contains 
so many misstatements of fact, and reflects so strongly and 
unjustly upon the honor and self-respect of the members 
of the Board, and upon the action of Senator Madden, our 
representative in the Senate, that we are justified in making 
this public appeal and statement : 

First—We insist that reduction of the membership of 
the Board from twenty-one to thirteen, was not the result 
of any secret or unfair action. It had been long contem- 
plated, and was frequently considered and urged by those 
members of the Board who devoted most time to the busi- 
ness affairs of the Asylum. The matter was brought up at 
the annual meeting in June, 1874, but the inaugural address 
ot Hon. Mr. Conger, on the occasion of the formal public 
opening of the Asylum, gave no time for action upon it. 
Its necessity, however, was more and more apparent at 
every meeting of the Board or its committees. 

The example of every other state asylum for the insane 
is in favor of the more limited number of members. The 
State Asylum at Utica, and the Poughkeepsie Asylum, have 
each but nine trustees, and in the code of the Utica Asylum 
a majority of these are required by law to reside within five 
miles of the City of Utica. The Willard Asylum has but 
eight trustees, and the Buffalo Asylum but ten. 

Certainly, no good reason can be shown why our asylum 
should be made an exception to the rule, which the State 
has adopted with all these other state asylums, viz.: that 


the Board should be salient more than atin or 
twelve members, and located mainly in the neighborhood of 
the institution of which they have charge. All business 
experience certainly shows the wisdom of this rule in se- 
curing the greatest efficiency. Especially while an institn- 
tion is being organized, when new buildings are being erect- 
ed, and the adjoining grounds and farm are needing con- 
stant work for their improvement, it is certainly desirable 
that meetings of the Board and its committees should be 
frequently held at Middletown, to secure the benefit of per- 
sonal supervision of work, and to afford opportunities for 
consultation and prompt action, as to the many details of 
management and construction. 

A large number of the members of the former board 
resided outside of Middletown and the County of Orange, 
several of them in the City of New York, embracing among 
them Dr. Gray and the other physicians named in the circular. 
Meetings of the Board were frequently appointed to be held 
in New York City, with the hope of secuzing larger attend- 
ance, but even those meetings sometimes failed for lack of a 
quorum, even after personal notification, although most of 
the non-professional members from Orange County were 
faithful in their attendance. In fact, during the past year 
but few meetings have been attended by members outside 
of Orange County, except the officers and one or two others. 
Physicians, from the nature of their business engagements, 
are not able to attend with any certainty or regularity, the 
meetings of boards with which they may be connected. 
Dr. Gray was understood to have frequently expressed a 
desire to retire from the Board, and seldom attended its 
meetings ; and therefore to have compelled his continued 
membership would have been simply an act of discourtesy 
to this veteran homeopathist. The circular also, with 
characteristic disregard of truth, asserts that Doctors Ostrom 
and Jayne (former trustees), ‘are residents of Middletown, 
and were faithful attendants at the meetings of the Board.” 
In truth, these gentlemen reside respectively about seven and 
eleven miles from Middletown, and were prevented by pro- 
fessional occupations from more than occasional attendance. 

The terms of Dr. Allen, Dr. Jones and Mr. Marshall had 
expired in 1874, and no new appointments have been made, 
as required by law. The terms of three others expired in 
1875. Under the By-Laws of the Asylum, the places of 
some were liable to be declared vacant for long continued 
absence from meetings of the Board. We are also informed 
that the opinion was expressed by members of the Legisla- 
ture that the judgment of physicians was not usually as 
valuable in conducting the business interests of public in- 
stitutions as that of trained business men, and that good 
policy only required a sufficient number to serve on its 
medical committees and direct its medical policy. These 
medical members are now located in populous localities, 
from which large numbers of patients are likely to be sent, 
and where public seutiment might be strongly interested in 
behalf of the institution. 

But four of the present board reside outside of the 
County of Orange, and six of them (including the treasurer) 
reside in the village of Middletown. That good policy re- 
quired the reduction of the number of trustees from twenty- 
one to thirteen, we are quite willing to leave to the judg- 
ment of an intelligent public. And if this reduction was, 
necessary, it was simply a mathematical necessity that some 
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members of the former board should be omitted froma the 
new board, however eminent in character or ability. The 
members of the present board neither sought nor made 
effort to secure their appointment as trustees, but having 
received the appointment they expect to devote their best 
efforts to make the Asylum a model homceopathic institu- 
tion. 

But, secondly, it is charged that it is designed by these 
changes in the board to subvert the character of the Asy- 
lum as an homeopathic institution, and that this was done 
‘by an underhanded politicians’ trick.” ‘To those who are 
accustomed to reach their desired ends by the tortuous 
windings of deceit and wire-pulling, it is doubtless natural 
to judge other men from their own standpoint, but with all 
reasonable men the wanton assaults which these societies 
and the committee make on our board, without a single 
reason to justify them, can hardly need a refutation. 

The original charter requires, says the circular, that 
the trustees should be “ proper persons” and ‘‘ adherents of 
hom@opathy,” and because the law reorganizing the Board 
simply required that they should be ‘‘ proper persons,” the 
choicest adjectives of vituperation are showered upon Senator 
Madden, and the homeopathic public are warned in ad- 
vance that the board intend to commit a gross breach of 
official fidelity and public trust. And yet that the amend- 
ment, as made by the Senator, represents the true meaning 
of the original charter, is evident from the fact that the 
only allopathists in the new board who were members of 
the old board (Messrs. Draper, Thompson and Stivers), 
were appointed at the organization of the institution, or 
very soon afterwards. Dr. Draper immediately on his ap- 
pointment, introduced and carried through a resolution 
pledging the board under all circumstances to preserve the 
Asylum as a homeopathic institution; and their fellow 
members in this board will say as to these gentlemen, what 
they cannot say for themselves, (and what their associates 
in the former board will be equally ready to admit), that 
no other parties have labored more faithfully or intelligently 
for the success of the Asylum. More than once in the dark 
days of its history they have come to its rescue with purse 
and credit, when its homcopathic friends stood aloof, and 
in no way and at no time did they ever intimate a design 
to change the medical policy of the Asylum. 

A few words only are necessary to show how grossly un- 
just is the assault made on Senator Madden. His assail- 
ants know, or ought to know, that the Asylum is em- 
barassed by a large floating debt, and that a large appro- 
priation was needed to pay this debt and to complete the 
additional Pavilion building, (intended to accommodate 
130 additional patients), and to get it ready for use. In 
the present building no proper classification of patients can 
be effected, and many applicants cannot be received. The 
members of the old board who visited Albany to present 
the application for the necessary appropriation, were warmly 
aided by the representatives fram this county, and friends 
on the committees, but yet only $70,000 was granted by the 
Assembly, which appropriation was increased to $75,000 by 
the Finance Committee of the Senate. After the report 
was thus made to the Senate, Senator Madden succeeded, 
by great personal efforts, in having the amount raised to 
about $130,000, which was nearly the amount originally 
asked for, and which amount when received, will go far 
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towards putting ictal basis. In all 
the previous years of its history, Senator Madden has 
worked zealously to secure liberal appropriations tor the 
institution. As the representative of the district, and a re- 
sident of the thriving village where the Asylum is located, 
he was naturally ready and proud to labor in its behalf. 
True friendship is a mother of deeds, and not of words. 
Senator Madden’s assailants boast that they made every 
effort to induce the Governor to veto the clause containing 
this very. appropriation, without which the Asylum would 
have continued burdened with its load of debt, the new 
building would have remained incomplete for another year 
at least, and present employees would have gone unpaid. 
Which prove themselves the true friends of the Asylum, 
Senator Madden or his assailants? ‘By their works we 
may know them.” 

Having been appointed by the State Greens of an 
Asylum for the treatment of the insane on homaopathic 
principles, the board believe that where they are best known 
it would hardly be necessary to say that they do not intend 
to be faithless to that trust. They desire to place the insti- 
tution on a successful basis, and to make it a model homego- 
pathic asylum. There has never been a thought of diverting 
it from the purposes of its founders, and while this board 
retains control no such attempt can be made, or if made, 
can never hope to succeed. The imputation of such a 
design is as ungenerous as it is baseless. 

The board wishes it to be distinctly understood that the insti- 
tution under their charge is not conducted in the interest of any 
one man or set of men, of any mercantile organization, of any 

Faction or clique, or of any state or county medical society, but 

in the interests of humanity ; and the medical treatment pursued, 
while they have control, will be homeopathic. From state and 
county homeopathic societies they will be always glad to 
receive suggestions and advice, respectfully submitted; and 
they trust the State Society, at its annual meeting, will repu- 
diate the discreditable action of its executive committee. 
Their committee sought to fix on us, in advance, public 
distrust, instead of judging us by the record we shall make, 
and the State Society cannot endorse such action without 
sharing in the shame. 

In the interests of homeopathy, and in the yet broader 
interests of suffering humanity, we hope to make the asylum, 
in the near future, a great success. The past year, with its 
twenty per cent. of cures under unfavorable circumstances, 
shows what may be done. But in order to accomplish this, 
we need the influence ind support and confidence of every 
adherent of homeopathy, and of every friend of suffering 
humanity, all over the State. And to this fair-minded and 
intelligent public we know we shall not appeal in vain. 


FLETCHER HARPER, 
EGBERT GUERNSEY, M. D., 
GRINNELL BURT, 
JOSHUA DRAPER, M. D., 
NATHANIEL W. VAIL, 
UZAL T. HAYES, 

JAMES B. HULSE, 
JAMES H. NORTON, 
MOSES D. STIVERS, 
JAMES G. GRAHAM, 
DANIEL THOMPSON, 

H. M. PAINE, M. D., 
WM. H. WATSON, M. D. 


Obituary. 


THE DEATH OF DR. JAHR. 


One of the most celebrated homeopathic 
physicians, one of those whose writings have 
powerfully aided in propagating our doctrine in 
every country in the world, Dr. Jahr, has just 
died at Brussels, at the age of 75 years. 

From the remarks of M. Moreau, M. Hammel- 
rath, and M. Seutin, as delivered at the grave, 
and published in the August number of the 
Revue Homeeopathique, we obtain the following 
sketch of the life and labors of the deceased. 

Jean Gottlieb Jahr was born the 30th of Jan- 
uary, 1800, at Neudittendorf, a little village in 
Saxony. His first studies were made at the In- 
stitute of the Moravian Byethren, where his 
intelligence and his aptitude were so remarkable 
that on leaving the college he was offered the 
chair of professor, which he accepted. This was 
in 1825. This date was a notable one in his life, 
because it was then that he encountered him 
whose influence determined his vocation, and 
whose co-worker and friend he was to become. 
Hahnemann was at this time in all the ardor of 
his work upon Materia Medica. His-studies of 
pathogeneses occupied him entirely, and with 
characteristic shrewdness he quickly discovered 
in Jabr the spirit of investigation and of method 
which he was later to put to use. Now the 
young professor was a complete stranger to all 
medical studies, but Hahnemann convincing him 
of the end to which his studies ought to tend, 
the object he ought to strive for, induced him 
to study medicine at the University of Bonn. 

During his medical studies homeopathy was 
not neglected, and the student of Bonn kept up 
a correspondence with the Doctor at Koethen. 
Having returned to Koethen with the title of 
doctor, after an examination brilliantly sustained, 
he devoted himself exclusively to the study of 
Materia Medica and therapeutics, which was to 
be the object of his life-long labors. He attached 
himself to the founder of homeopathy for sev- 
eral years; took an active part in the proving of 
several deugs, and contributed powerfully in 
building up the work of Hahnemann, which is 
and will always remain the monument of our 
doctrine. This is an epoch in his life which Jahr 
loved to recall, knowing well that it was to these 


jonties with the master that he owed his pro- 
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found knowledge of the symptoms of drugs and 
that talent of individualization which he cultiva- 
ted to such an extent. 

After three years passed in the studies of pure 
science he came to Liége, and aided by Dr. 
Malaise, he devoted himself for some time to 
the practice of medicine. But Jahr’s talent de- 
manded a larger sphere; Paris tempted him, 
where perhaps he was attracted by the idea of 
rejoining his master, then at the height of his 
glory. He went then to Paris, and for thirty- 
five years, by his practice and his pen, he held 
high and firm the flag of homeopathy. Although 
a great favorite among his patients, he found 
time to write a colossal work. His great Manwal 
of Homeopathic Medicine is, in truth, a work 
so considerable, that it is necessary to have a 
complete initiation jn homeopathy before read- 
ing it. Then to facilitate those commencing the 
study of this science, of which he had had the 
courage to unravel the chaos, Jahr did not delay 
in publishing a reswmé of this book, and it is this 
work which has become the vade-mecum of every 
practitioner. The eight successive editions which 
this treatise has had, sufficiently demonstrates its 
value. After these works, which were enough 
to make a man famous, it would seem as though 
Jahr ought to have been satisfied with himself, 
and aspired to repose. But his mind of devour- 
ing activity must have appropriate food, therefore 
we see him commence the deep study of almost 
all diseases and their treatment; and only to cite 
his principal books we have: 7’he Homwopath- 
ique Treatment of Cholera ; Treatment of Affec- 
tions of the Skin and Exterior Lesions ; Homveo- 
pathic Treatment of Nervous A ffections and Men- 
tal Diseases ; that of Diseases of Women ; Treat- 
ment of Diseases of the Digestive Organs ; that 
of the Venereal Diseases and The Homeopathic 
Pharmacopeia. These are the various practical 
treatises which the persevering work of labor 
has left us. For the use of young physicians he 
has published the principles and rules which 
ought to guide them in the practice of homeo- 
pathy. More lately addressing himself to all 
classes as he himself says, to all men of good 
faith who wish to be convinced by essays of the 
truth of this doctrine, he published elementary 
ideas with the most important effects of ten 
principal remedies. Besides that he is the 
author of several treatises which he proposed to 
translate into French. 
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Finally for two years a journal very highly 
thought of, Le Bulletin de? Art de Guévir. These 
various works placed him high in the scientific 
world; his renown extended everywhere; be- 
sides the various scientific titles which had been 
bestowed upon him, he received the decoration 
of the order of Charles III. of Spain. 

Having become a resident of Belgium in 1870, 
he came to Liége, to Gand, to Brussels, and 
there always on the alert for the defence of his 
principles, and without any other desire than the 
triumph of his doctrine, by his lectures, and by 
the cures he performed, he caused the truth to 
shine. 

For almost five years his zeal and devotion 
never ceased for an instant, and the most cruel 
sufferings could scarcely force him to rest. 

During this time he has attended every day at 
the Hahnemann Dispensary in Brussels, always 
ready to aid with his advice ; every Wednesday 
he gave a clinical course from which many 
former opponents of our system obtained their 
first notion of Hahnemannian therapeutics. 
Jahr had no diploma in Belgium. His writings 
and his great scientific attainments ought to have 
taken the place of adiploma. It was not so 
however; the government forbade him to con- 
sultations, thus cutting off all his resources. 
This was the finishing stroke to the already de- 
clining health of Prof. Jahr. 

From this time his friends saw him fail in a 
very alarming manner; his pupils remarked it; 
the Society of the Hahnemann Dispensary as- 
sembled en masse and decided to make an ap- 
peal to the Belgium homeopathic physicians to 
establish a pension in his behalf. 

The greater part immediately responded in 
contributing to the subscription, the amount of 
which would have placed the professor in easy 
circumstances. 

Alas! he was not to profit by the good will 
of his pupils ; he soon succumbed and his system 
became much reduced, and two large carbuncles 
made their appearance at the same time. Noth- 
ing could arrest their destroying march, and 
Jahr died the 11th of July, at 11 o’clock in the 
evening, retaining until the last moment all his 
faculties, and giving to his attendants indications 
for the choice of remedies to promote his cure. 
Thus ended the life of this most illustrious phy- 
sician; the services he has rendered homeopa- 
thy will cause his name to be placed beside the 
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most In trath he tes lived a 
life. During so many years consecrated to suf- 
fering humanity what miseries has he not re- 
lieved! Such a man ought to have the right to 
distinction, to reward and to fortune, and yet 
they were not his lot. But he possessed instead, 
other more precious treasures, in his honor, his 
talent, in the profound science which is so re- 
markable in the many works which survive him. 


Bibliographical. 


ANALYTICAL THERAPEUTICS. By C. Hering. 
“Some prescriptions of rare and proved effects,” 
Vol. I. Boericke and Tafel, New York and 
Philadelphia, 1875. Large royal 8vo, pp., 352. 


As one opens this book for the first time, and 
scans its manifold pages, crowded with names 
of remedies marshaled in columns, arranged 
under all conceivable departments, anatomical, 
sensational and emotional, and surrounded by 
symptoms innumerable, he cannot avoid an ex- 
clamation of wonder at the magnitude of the 
work, and he asks himself, ‘‘ Where is the key 
to this vast store house of therapeutical knowl- 
edge?” Instinctively one turns to the pages of 
introduction for the solution of the problem, 
and here he finds the intent and purpose of the 
work plainly set forth. 

As stated, “ the work has been the result of an 
endeavor to collect and unite in one book, the 
facts developed from our provings through prac- 
tice, the intention being to enable the practi- 
tioner to review the whole subject at a glance, 
as it were, and with rapidity find the curative 
medicine, even in apparently difficult cases.” 

In reviewing a work of this character, so vast 
and comprehensiye in design, it is necessary to 
lay before the mind a plan of the method pur- 
sued, that the reader may form an adequate 
conception of its merits. 

First the arrangement. The work when com- 
pleted will contain forty-eight chapters, classi- 
fied in the main after the manner of Hahnemann, 
only adopting such modifications as are necessary 
to make it consistent and uniform throughout. 
Beginning with the Head, symptoms indicative 
of inner disorders are given first, outer and 


organic changes afterwards. The same rule is 


followed throughout, selecting the anatomical factory. 
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nal organs; then respiration, circulation and 
motion. 

The author, from this point, enlarges on Hah- 
nemann’s original scheme; thus we have the 
symptoms of the limbs and of the whole body, 
and the influence of motion, rest, and of different 
positions thereon; sleep, its modifications and 
conditions; then all symptoms relating to times 
of the day, and atmospheric changes. A chapter 
is devoted to the action of drugs on tissues; 
then follows in accordance with the rule from 
within outwards, a chapter on the skin, giving 
sensations painful and painless, temperature, 
eruptive states, etc. The whole work will close 
with a consideration of the chemical action of 
drugs ; their antidotes, and the relation of drugs 
to each other. 

The present volume is devoted entirely to a 
classification of symptoms relative to the “ Mind 
and Disposition.” The method of arranging 
symptoms is most searching in its character, 
bringing out in bold relief every shade and 
variety of mental disorder and bodily state con- 
comitant therewith. To illustrate: we have 
under “Ailments from Emotion and Exertion of 
the Mind,” the following sub-division of mental 
conditions: “happy surprise, complaints after 
laughing, fright and fear, shock of injury, ail- 
ments the result of fear, anxiety, local anxiety, 
ailings from over exertion of mind and body,” 
and numerous others, which space will not per- 
mit us to include. 

Under each of the above conditions the fol- 
lowing arrangement has been elaborated. In 
the margin will be seen a list of names of all 
drugs known to deserve remembrance with re- 
gard to what is given in the heading, each drug 
being there marked according to their impor- 
tance. In the text adjoining characteristic indi- 
cations are given, by the aid of which the student 
may determine the remedy most applicable to 
the case in hand. 

In pursuing this method of study the necessity 
for strict individualization at once becomes ap- 
parent. Indeed, without rigid adherence to this 
fundamental law as propounded by Hahnemann, 
and published in this book as prefatory to Chap- 
ter I, the results attained by the practitioners of 
the homeopathic school, would be very unsatis- 
It is just here that whatever Dr. 


parts from above downwards, ending with the | Hering does proves so characteristic and valua- 
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ble. Probably few men have ever amassed ma- 
terial so complex and heterogeneous, and placed 
it in so systematic a form, as the author of this 
work; at least are we certain that this has never 
been done in the interest of any system of the- 
rapeutics. Of the value of individual symptoms 
we will not attempt to criticise. We feel certain 
Dr. Hering has given personal attention to this 
department, and that the entire collection has 
passed the scrutiny of his experienced mind. 
Doubtless erroneous symptoms have been inclu- 
ded, indeed it would be strange if it were not 
so; but in the main, and we have given the 
work careful examination, we believe the errors 
are few. 

The principal defects in the work will pro- 
bably consist of omissions of remedies from de- 
partments which should include them, and also 
in the abridgement of the symptoms to the sacri- 
fice of their full meaning and importance. Of 
course a repertoire such as this work undeniably 
is, can in its nature only be suggestive in its 
scope, the aim being to lead, to point out, rather 
than to cover in detail every phase of the case 
in hand. 

While we admit this as the object, and recog- 
nize the thorough and masterly manner in which 
the labor has thus far been accomplished, we 
have the right to ask whether or no the results 
attained are such as the physicians of the day, 
and the demands of the time require? We would 
be happy if we could say with conscience un- 
stained, that such in our opinion has been, or is 
likely to be, the case. The extent of the work 
alone makes the scheme, to a certain extent, im- 
practicable. Here we have one large volume of 
nearly 400 pages, devoted to an analysis of symp- 
toms of the mind and disposition, and considered 
as one chapter, and there are forty-seven more 
to come! How many volumes there will be we 
are not aware, but it seems evident that the 
number will far exceed the ability of the average 
practitioner to acquire, or the busy physician to 
find time to peruse. And then as we have said, 
the symptomatology has been so extensively 


condensed, none but those who have the most. 


thorough knowledge of the Materia Medica can 
use the work with any degree of success. If we 
must have a repertory let it be confined to prac- 
tical limits: it must not be too ambitious in its 
scope, for then it becomes cumbersome; the 
object should be to direct by some concise 


method to the more valuable and complete stu- 
dies as found within the Materia Medica. And 
this it seems to us is the requirement of the 
school—a system of therapeutics based on broad 
general facts; we want the actions of drugs 
clearly studied and faithfully delineated, photo- 
graphed as it were, in unmistakable characters, 
with the salient points in bold relief. In addi- 
tion we must know, in the future which is before 
us, not only the symptomatology, but the “ why 
and the wherefore” of the action of drugs, if 
we wish to keep pace with the science of the 
day. After this, analytical studies confined to 
practical limits, may become of service to the 
busy practitioner in the elucidation of perplexing 
diseases. 

We regret that we cannot give unqualified 
praise of Dr. Hering’s opus magnum. No one 
more than the venerable author deserves the 
gratitude and respect of the entire homeopathic 
profession. His many provings, life-long labors. 
as a teacher and author, entitle him to this dis- 
tinction, and we feel sure his ability and expe- 
rience will ever remain unquestioned. At the 
same time, we are compelled to pass judgment 
on the work before us, from a practical stand- 
point, and such being the case, its merits and 
defects must receive equal consideration. 

[The Editors feel that an apology is due the 
publishers of this work, and also its editor, for 
the delay in the appearance of the above notice. 
It has only been delayed by the press of material, 
as Reports of Societies, etc., which it seemed 
desirable that the profession should receive in 
preference to other matter. ] 


Rare Sureicat Cases.—It is designed by 
the Surgical Editor of the Ohio Surgical and 
Medical Reporter, to compile, for publication, all 
of the more rare and interesting cases of surgery 
that have occurred in homeopathic practice. It 


‘is therefore especially urged that the members 


of the profession will forward to Dr. H. F. 
Biggar, Cleveland, O., the history, course, treat- 
ment and termination, with, if possible, a photo- 
graph or cut of such cases of this character as 
‘may have come under their observation. 

Dr. J. M. ScHLEY has been appointed to the 
charge of the department of Skin and Nervous 
Diseases in the Western Hom. Dispensary. 
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Medical Htems and Hews. 


CHOLERA IN Syr1a.—The Vakit, a Turkish 
newspaper, published at Constantinople, states 
that the cholera in Syria is considerably increas- 
ing. According to it, during the past week, the 
number of cases reached 500, a great part of 
which were fatal. 


Tue AMERICAN ACADEMY OF DENTAL 
ScIENCE will hold its eighth annual meeting in 
Boston, on Monday, September 27th, at 10 a.m. 
The annual address will be delivered by Dr. 
Robert Arthur, of Baltimore. 


Tue Chairman of the Library Committee of 
the County Medical Society is pleased to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of favors from Dr. H. D. 
Paine, in donating the Medical Investigator and 
the Homa@opatTHic Times, also from Dr. E. 
Guernsey, the full files of the Medical Union. 


HAHNEMANN ACADEMY OF MEDICINE.—The 
regular meeting of the Hahnemann Academy of 
Medicine, will be held at the Ophthalmic Hos- 
pital, corner 23d Street and Third Avenue, on 
Wednesday evening, Sept. 22d, 1875, at 8 o’clock. 
Dr. Martin Deschere will read a paper on “ The 
Limit of Physiological Interpretation of Symp- 
tomatology ;” an answer to Dr. Hills’ paper on 
this subject. 


Tue first of the regular meetings of the Hom- 
«opathic Medical Society of the County of New 
York, will be held on Wednesday evening, Sep- 
tember 8. The Bureau of Obstetrics will make 
their report. The attendance of every member is 
earnestly requested, as business of importance re- 
lating to the organization of Hospital Staff, man- 
agement of the Institution on Ward’s Island, etc., 
will come up for consideration. 


Home@orataic MeEpicaL OF THE 
County oF New York.—The regular meeting 
of this Society will be held at the Ophthalmic 
Hospital, September 8th, at 8 p.m. The Bureau 
of Obstetrics is expected to report through Dr. 
Wm. J. Bauer, chairman. Interesting papers 
will be presented by Drs. Bauer, Burdick, Wood, 
Piersons and T. D. Bradford. A full attendance 
of members is hoped for. 


K. Hits, M.D., See. 


THE annual announcement of the various Medi- 
cal Colleges have been placed on our table. 
Among the number we notice particularly those of 
the New York College, the Hahnemann College, 
of Philadelphia, the Pulte College of Cincinnati, 
and the Homeopathic Medical College, Cleveland, 


Ohio. The New York School enters upon its six- ; 


teenth session. There is every reason to believe 
the coming season will exhibit a larger class than 
ever before, and consequently greater success to 
the general welfare of the Institution. 

Society Meerinc.—The Homeopathic Medi- 
cal Society of the County of Kings, meets on the 
first Tuesday evening of each month, in the rooms 
of the “Hamilton Literary Association,” No. 44 
Court street, (corner Joralemon). ‘The officers of 
the Society, (elected May, 1875), are Dr. W. L. 
R. Perrine, President; Dr. I. L. Watson, Vice- 
President; Dr. E. Hasbrouck, Recording Secretary; 
Dr. W. 8. Searle, Corresponding Secretary; Dr. 
W. I. Thayer, Treasurer. Censors, Drs. E. T. 
Richardson, H. Minton, H. Willis, H. M. Lewis, 
J. H. Ward. Professional brethren from N. Y. 
City or elsewhere will be cordially welcomed. 


Hom@opaTHic MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE 
StaTE oF New York.—This Society will hold 
its semi-annual meeting in New York city, on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, the 21st and 22d of 
September, at the Ophthalmic Hospital, corner 
Third Avenue and Twenty-third street. This 
year being the semi-centennial anniversary of 
the introduction of homeopathy into this coun- 
try, the county homeopathic medical societies 
of New York and Kings, propose an appropriate 
celebration of the event during the meeting of 
the State Society, to which a cordial invitation 
is extended.—A. W. Holden, President; Frank 
L.. Vincent, Rec.-Secretary. 

THE FecuNDITY RELATIVE TO MARRIAGES 
IN Europe.—The average number of children 
by marriage varies from 4.73 to 3.07. Russia 
stands at the head with the number 4.73; France 
last with 3.07. The ratio of fecundity is as fol- 
lows: Russia, Spain, Scotland, Ireland, Italy, 
Hungary, Norway, Sweden, Wurtemberg, Prus- 
sia, Holland, Austria, Belgium, England, Saxony, 
Denmark, Bavaria, France. The reason for the 
small increase in the French population cannot 
be found either in the — of marriages nor in 
their number, nor in the mortality of infants or 
adults; but it is solely from the limited (and 
voluntary) fecundity of marriages. 


THE HOMCOPATHIC TIMES. 


UnveILine oF Pror. Hyrti’s Bust.—By a 
resolution of the College of Physicians of Vienna, 
the bust of Prof. Hyrtl, the anatomist, has been 
placed in the principal hall of the university. 
The ceremony of unveiling took place on the 
22d of June, at which Hyrtl was present. 

DIMINUTION OF Doctors IN FRaNCE.—M. 
Paul Bert has stated in the National Assembly, 
that the total number of practitioners has dimi- 
nished in France from 17,192, in 1866, to 15,429, 
in 1872. It is said that the religious sisterhoods 


have by their numbers and their habit of practis- | ~ 


ing among the middle and lower classes, almost 
unrestrained, become formidable opponents of 
educated physicians, and together with the low 
rate of compensation and high price of living, 
deter men from entering the profession. 
CHEMICAL COMPOSITION OF THE SPERMA- 
TOZOA.—MM. Miescher and Picard have lately 
published essays upon this subject. They exa- 
mined the sperm of various animals, which they 
found to consist of an immense number of sper- 
matozoa suspended in a weak saline fluid which 
only contained traces of alkali albuminate. The 
spermatozoa are precipitated by acetic acid, or 
by a one-half to one per cent. solution of calcium 
or barium chloride. Fresh sperm dried in vacuo 
contains 18°78 per cent. nitrogen, 11°31 phos- 
phorus reckoned as phosphoric acid, and 0-278 to 
0°28 sulphur. The proportion of phosphorus is 
higher than that of lecithin, the proportion of 
nitrogen lower than that of albumen, and that 
of the sulphur smaller than any tissue composed 
of cells. Of 100 parts of dried semen, 13°72 to 
14-72 parts were soluble in ether, and 100 parts 
of the ether extract contained 52-46 of lecithin, 
the remainder consisting of cholesterin and fat. 
Spermatozoa exhausted by water, hot alcohol, 
and ether, successively yielded a compound 
formed by the combination of a base (protamin) 
with nuclein, the latter playing the part of an 
acid. The composition of protamin was found 
to be C°H”N*O? (OH). This base is only found 
in the mature testis. The nuclein is obtained by 
treating the residue, after extraction by means of 
hydrochloric acid, with weak soda solution. It 
may be precipitated from this by means of 
alcohol; it is amorphous, colorless, and readily 
soluble in alkalies. It is not an albuminous com- 
pound. It has the formula C*H*®N’P*O”. The 
phosphorus is in the condition of phosphoric acid. 
The mean percentage composition of pure sper- 


matozoa from the vas deferens was: nuclein, 
48°68; protamin, 26°76; albumen, 10°32; lecithin 
7:47; cholesterin, 2°24; fat, 4:53. No protamin 
was present in the sperm of the frog, carp, and 
bull. The heads of the spermatozoa may be 
isolated by digestion in gastric juice, which dis- 
solves the tails. The former were found to be 
chiefly composed of nuclein. Picard, repeating 
Miescher’s experiments, corroborates most of 
them, but finds the salts of protamin non-crystal- 
lisable, those combinations which Miescher 
thought were crystallisable, being compounds of 
guanin and sarkin. 


Publisher's Department. 
Any person desiring complete sets of the 
New York Journal of Homeopathy (two vol- 
umes), can procure them by addressing Dr. Wm. 
Tod Helmuth, 21 W. 37th street. Price for the 
two volumes, $2.00. Postage, 25cts. The sub- 
scription price of this Journal was $3.00 per 
volume. It contains some valuable provings, 
especially that of Picric Acid, also Dr. Allen’s 
Eye Therapeutics; Drs. Minton and Lewis, 
Therapeutics of the Puerperal Condition, and 
Surgical Notes, by Dr. Helmuth. 


THE Times is sent to secretaries of hom@o- 
pathic medical societies, free of charge, upon ap- 
plication; also to homeopathic medical libra- 
ries. 


SPECIAL RATES OF ADVERTISING. 

TWENTY-FIVE per cent. additional charge for 
pages facing reading matter. The two reference 
lines on face page, $2 each one insertion; $5 
three insertions. 

ADVERTISEMENTS for sale and transfer of Prac- 
tices, Partnerships, etc., will be inserted in this 
column at the rate $5.00, in advance, for four 
insertions of not more than ten lines. 
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